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Chink of the Grip that He Has 


However sorely puzzled our day and generation may 
find itself over the Catholic Christology taken as a 
whole, yet I believe that it is making such a redis- 
covery of the spirit of the man Jesus as has hardly 
been made in all the Christian ages. It seems to me 
that with every year that passes the hold of the spirit 
of Christ upon our current ideals is becoming more 
securely established. Think of the grip that the Man 
of Nazareth is at last beginning to have on our think- 
ing concerning international relations! Think again 
how at last our consciences are beginning to awaken 
to the social implications of His teaching, so that we 
are coming to suspect that He really meant what He 
said about giving meat to the hungry and drink to 
the thirsty and healing our sick and ministering to: 
those who are in our prisons! Thus we have begun to 
make rediscovery of the power which He believed to 
be in love; but think also of how we have begun to 
wonder whether He was not right about the power that 
lies in faith! Think of the new weight of meaning 
that modern psychology has found in sayings like 
‘*All things are possible to him that believeth,’’ and 
‘«Thy faith hath made thee whole!’’—John Baillie, in 
‘‘The Place of Jesus Christ in Modern Christianity.’’ 


Q Church 


I am a church 

Gothic in spire 

Pointing higher. 

Haven am I, not an end 
Along the road you wend. 
Come ye, enter in and rest 
Learning what is best. 
Remain only to depart 
With braver heart; 

Learn to give and live, 
Kneel to sanctify 

All you bring to me 

In your frailty 

Ere you die. 


I am a church 

With towering spire— 
A symbol and a fire— 
I heal and bless 

With Love’s caress; 
And stand alone 

With walls of stone; 
Where once was sod 
I show you God. 


—Henry Linford Krause. 
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Reflections 


Reflected on the silver sheen 

Of placid pool close by 

Stand trees that reach their empty arms 
Up toward the gleaming sky. 


Oh mighty Maker of the trees, 
Of skies, of shadowed pools, 
Is this Thy way of teaching truths 


For lives can be reflected, too, 

On other lives near by . 

Oh let these not be empty arms 

I’m reaching toward the sky! 
—Grace H. Poffenberger. 
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ONE BOOK A WEEK 
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THE STORY OF A FOUR-FOLD LIFE 


Three or four years ago a novel appear- 
ed which was so different from the aver- 
age run of novels that for a while the 
public did not know what to make of it. 
Then it suddenly awakened to the fact that 
a writer of genius had appeared and had 
launched out “into an untried field of litera- 
ture. I refer to ‘‘Fear: The Autobiog- 
raphy of James Edwards.’’ It was the 
story of a business man who had gone to 
pieces through worry, hard work and too 
much reliance on stimulants, and who was 
restored to sanity and health by mental 
suggestion, new habits, and by the dissi- 
pation of the fear complex which had so 
long beat al his mind. The name of 
the author, John R. Oliver, became a 
familiar name ee all readers, so. that when 
another novel from him appeared last year 
everybody turned to it eagerly. This sec- 


' ond novel proved to be even more powerful 


and unique than the first one. It was of 


, such distinguished character that it was 


' the 


Van, minister. 


unanimously recommended by the Pulitzer 
committee for the prize offered for the 
most original and outstanding novel of the 
year. This novel, ‘‘ Victim and Victor,’’ 
was a remarkable account of the defeat of 
a minister by one false step and inimical 
forces working against him. Deposed from 


REDEDICATION OF THE HISTORIC 


SALEM CHURCH, HARRISBURG, 
PA., THE REV. J. N. LE VAN, 
PASTOR 


The week of December 1 to 8 marked 
rededication of Salem Reformed 
Church of Harrisburg, the Rev. J. N. Le 
The old historic edifice, 
erected in 1821, has been renovated within 
and without, and with numerous added 
gifts and memorials stands today as one of 
the beautiful Churches of the city. 

The exterior of the Church and its en- 
virons are most attractive. A mountain- 
stone retaining wall, with beautiful 
wrought-iron archway and lantern, tile 
steps and walks, massive bronze entrance 
fixtures, grading and lawn, freshly painted 
walls with ivy planted to cover same, and 
illuminated announcement-board—all these 
have transformed the exterior to an invit- 
ing aspect. 

The auditorium has been completely 
renovated, though the old lines have been 


' studiously conserved. The walls frescoed 


in Tiffany finish, the beautiful altar, re- 
redos and panel, the John Kraft and Emma 
Hostetter Bowman Memorial organ, the 
massive bronze lighting fixtures, the brass 
altar cross and vases, the paraments, the 
Christian and American flags, the refin- 
ished woodwork and floors, have completely 
transformed the auditorium. 

The Church School building has been re- 
modeled, and with the placing of parti- 
tions and heavy curtains on tracks is finely 
furnished for 
the Church School. The Jardine pipe or- 
gan, installed in the Church in 1856, was 
rebuilt and installed in the chapel of the 
Church School building, proving a valuable 
asset to the worship. 

The Social and Recreation Hall, with 
modern kitchen, to be placed as a memorial 
to the beloved pastor, the Rev. Ellis N. 
Kremer, D.D., who served for 40 years, is 
in process of_construction, and will fur- 
nish facilities for the work of a Com- 
munity Center. 

The week of rededication provided an 
inspiring series of meetings, cumulative in 
effect, 
final service, when more than 600 wor- 
shipers crowded the sanctuary. The open- 
ing service on Sunday, Dec. 1, was a fit- 


departmentalized work in’ 


and reaching the climax in the 


the ministry, he cures himself and opens 
a Church for derelicts in a deserted build- 
ing. The physician who has befriended 
him —a distinguished 
torces with him and together they work 
wonders with criminals, drunkards, half 
insane people, and the defeated people of 
the world. It is a remarkable story and 
everybody felt it was drawn largely from 
Dr. Oliver’s own experience. And now 
that Dr. Oliver has given us his auto- 
biography, everyone knows that this sur- 
mise was true. 


‘¢Four-Square: The Story of a Four- 
fold Life’? is a unique autobiography. 
Few men have had so varied and thrilling 
experiences as he has had. He lives four 
lives. First of all he is a criminologist. 
(He is the chief medical officer of the 
Supreme Bench of Baltimore.) The book 
is full of his contacts with criminals of 
all sorts, from the petty thief to the hard- 
ened murderer, and his reflections upon 
crime and criminals, born of his contacts 
with men and women in his little room in 
the Court House, should be carefully read 
by all who are interested in the problem 
of crime. One cannot help feeling that if 
there was such a man as Dr. Oliver in 
every court house, hundreds of victims of 
circumstances and innate weakness might 
be saved from themselves and to society. 
There are some thrilling chapters in this 
part of the book. 


Secondly, Dr. Oliver is a psychiatrist. 
Half of our physical troubles and mental 


ting Thanksgiving Communion. The ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. T. F. Her- 
man, D.D., who had most acceptably served 
as supply pastor for one year, on the 
theme, ‘‘The Challenge of the Church.’’ 
The minister, assisted by Dr. Herman and 
Elder J. W. Bowman, administered the sac- 
rament to a large congregation. At the 
evening worship, the Rev. C. E. Schaeffer, 
D.D., president of the General Synod, 
brought an inspiring message on the theme, 
‘«The New Church in the New Age.’? 

The opening recital on the 3-manual, 50- 
stop organ with chimes, to be known as the 
John Kraft and Emma Hostetter Bowman 
Memorial organ, the munificent gift of 
their son, Mr. Henry Hostetter Bowman, 
was given on Monday evening, by the or- 
ganist, James Emory Scheirer, assisted by 
Mrs. J. N. Le Van, violin. It is a beauti- 
ful tribute of a son to his Christian par- 
ents, Elder John K. Bowman having served 
faithfully in Salem and also as a member 
of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

At the Interdenominational Service on 
Tuesday evening, greetings were conveyed 
by representative clergymen from the 
various Churches of the city. At the 
Fellowship Service on Wednesday, the mes- 
sage was delivered by the Rev. S. W. 
Herman, D.D., of Zion Lutheran Church, 
which in the early years of the last cen- 
tury worshiped with Salem. Greetings 
were brought by the pastors of the other 
Reformed Churches of the city, the Revs. 
Hoover, Teske and Dunn. Civie Night was 
observed on Thursday, when addresses 
were delivered by the Hon. Frederick A. 
Godcharles, Litt.D., director State Library 
and Museum, on ‘‘The Reformed Church 
in Our Early Citizenship,’’? and by the 
Hon. William M. Hargest, president judge 
of Dauphin County, on ‘‘Salem in Our 
Community.’’ 

Friday evening was devoted to Chris- 
tian Education, when the message was de- 
livered by the Rev. G. W. Richards, D.D., 
LL.D., president of the Theological Semi- 
nary, on the theme ‘‘The Disciple-Making 
Church.’? 

Sunday, Dec. 8, was marked by the 
dedicatory services—the reconsecration of 
the Church in the morning, and the con- 
secration of the pipe organ and other 
memorials and gifts in the evening. The 
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aberrations are due to diseased minds or 
disordered nervous states. Dr. Oliver tells 
of his remarkable success in treating hun- 
dreds of such cases by quiet conversations, 
mental suggestion, infinite tenderness, 
watchfulness and patience, and religion. 
There are none of the silly technicalities 
of Freudism here, but the record of sane, 
common sense psycho-analysis. Dr. Oliver 
has the power of making everybody lay 
bare all the secrets of his life and then of 
leading the patient on from confession to 
a sane and healthy life. These are fasci- 
nating chapters. 

Dr. Oliver is also a scholar. As an over- 
worked doctor in constant association with 
diseased minds and neurotic cases, he turn- 
ed to the study of Greek and literature in 
the hours of relaxation he could snatch 
from his busy lfe. He has become a 
scholar of real proficiency and his story 
of the hours with his books are very charm- 
ing pages. 

Finally, Dr. Oliver is a clergyman. The 
story of how he found his way back into 
the Church is full of moving passages. 
Now, in the vestments of an Episcopalion 
clergyman, he participates at the service 
of the altar every Sunday. There are many 
interesting suggestions as to how religion 
can be made a real force in both mental 
and physical healing. It is encouraging to 
hear from the publishers (The Macmillan 
Company) that the book is having a wide 
reading. } 


—Frederick Lynch. 


able sermon of the morning was delivered 
by the Rev. Paul 8. Leinbach, D.D., Litt.D., 

editor of the ““ Messenger. ry” The dedica- 
tory act was performed by the minister. 
At the evening worship the minister de- 
livered the sermon on the theme, ‘‘The 
Ministry of Music.’’ After the presenta- 
tion of the memorial organ by Elder J. 
William Bowman in behalf of the donor, 
and.the formal acceptance of the gift by 
Elder Edwin C. Thompson, president of 
the Vestry, the minister formally conse- 
crated the organ, together with the fol- 
lowing memorials and gifts: Altar and 
reredos, presented by Mrs. Mary Fayman 
Hoffer and Thomas W. Fayman, in mem- 
ory of their father, Mr. George Ferdinand 
Fayman; the interior lighting fixtures, pre- 
sented by Mr. and Mrs. Philip M. Lenker, 
in memory of the Rey. Ellis N. Kremer, 
D.D.; the exterior lighting fixtures, pre- 
sented by Miss Mary R. Reckord and Frank 
F. D. Reckord, M.D., in memory of their 
father, James Fraser Reckord, and their 
mother, Adaline MeKeehan Reckord; the 
choir stalls and screen, presented by Mrs. 
William Kinderman, in memory of her 
father, the Rey. Lewis Reiter, and her 
mother, Mary Jane Reiter; Church 
hymnals, presented by Ralph G. Wiestling, 
in memory of his parents, Dr. and Mrs. 
J. G. Wiestling, and his sister, Alice; 


wrought-iron entrance and lantern, pre- 
sented by the Ellen Gutelius Missionary — 


Society, in memory of Misses Jennie and 
Ellen Gutelius; the brass altar cross, pre- 
sented by Mrs. Katharine Tatnall, in mem- 
ory of Mr. Charles Gibbons Tatnall; the 


brass altar vases, presented by Mrs. Fran- ; 


ces Kalbach, in memory of Mr. Levi tae) 
Kalbach; the brass missal stand, in mem-- 


ory of Mr. Robert Vernon Watts, Sr., i 
the communion 4 


sented by his family; 
chairs, in memory of Mrs, Rebecca A 
First, presented by her family; the pian 
for the Beginners’ Department, prese 
by Mr. and Mrs. Felix M. Davis, in 
ory of their daughter, Mary Elizabeth; 
pulpit Bible for the chapel, in me 
Mrs. Emma E. Leib; the parame 
sented by the Woman’s Missi 
ciety; the illuminated announcem 
presented by the Men’s Bibl 
Christian and American flags, 


aa 
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A SPIRITUAL SECRET 


Fifty year pastorates are increasingly uncommon; one 
of the most notable of these comes to a close this month 
in the Lyndhurst Road Church, Hampstead, England, when 
that great scholar and preacher, Robert Forman Horton, 
becomes pastor emeritus, and surrenders his pastoral 
charge to his successor, Dr. Short of Bathgate. 

Dr. Horton early won distinction in New College, 
Oxford, and in days when the position of a Free Church- 
man was difficult, he was made a fellow and tutor of his 
college. It caused a mild sensation when a Nonconform- 
ist don was appointed examiner in divinity subjects. For 
a time he “lived the two lives of don and preacher,” but 
the success of the ministry he undertook at Hampstead 
made a choice necessary, and he elected to give his life to 
the Gospel ministry. In the Church in which he has spent 
all his days he has erected a monument of surpassing power 
and beauty. As our correspondent, Mr. H. W. Peet, 
writes: “Dr. Horton has been a preacher of remarkable 
gifts, never lacking in freshness, never descending into 
ruts, learned, but with a quick interest in passing events, 
a skilled expositor and eloquent but, above all, a spiritual 
teacher with a passion for the Gospel. For these reasons 
he gathered around him people from all schools of Chris- 
tian thought. If he were asked the secret of this miracle 
of sustained service, he would answer that it lay mm the 
Saturday evening prayer-meeting.” 

It will be recalled how our own Dr. Charles E. Jeffer- 
son emphasizes that weekly prayer-meeting which he has 
maintained during his thirty fruitful years on Broadway, 
in that modern Babylon, New York. And there are not 
a few who will agree with these devoted servants of Christ 
in giving high place to such a fellowship of spiritual sym- 
pathy and solicitude, a veritable Mount of Transfiguration 
—this “mercy-seat” for kindred souls. We cannot help 
thinking with genuine concern about the many pastors who 
tell us that “such prayer-meetings are no longer possible.” 
Changed customs may indeed make it difficult to maintain 
large gatherings for such a purpose; but who will say that 
it is not possible to have prayer-groups of a few who have 
the purpose of the Master in their hearts? If some sort 
of prayer-meeting is no longer possible, does it not mean 
that the Church is no longer a spiritual institution, designed 


and fitted for spiritual work, by the use of weapons that 
are not carnal but spiritual? And is it really worth while 
te make sacrifices for the maintenance of a social club or 
an ethical culture Society under ecclesiastical auspices? 


We were heartened the other day by the announcement 
by one of our congregations of the revival of the custom 
of holding a fifteen-minute prayer service before the morn- 
ing worship in the sanctuary. Well does the writer recall 
his visit to a certain metropolitan Church where, before 
the morning worship, the officers of the congregation, a 
stalwart group of the business and professional men of 
that great city, gathered around him in the pastor’s study. 
And he will never forget the thrill he experienced when 
these men put their arms around him and around one an- 
other and each led in turn in a fervent prayer for the 
blessing of God upon that hour of worship in the sanc- 
tuary and upon the messenger of the Most High, so that 


the Word of the Lord might have free course and be glor- 


ified. A minister so supported by spiritual sympathy and 
solicitude enters the sanctuary under the spell of true spirit- 
ual exaltation. The pulpit of such a minister is most 
likely to be a throne of power. 

In this Pentecostal year we should regard ourselves as 
under bonds not only to rebuild the broken down family 
altars, so essential to the spiritualization of our homes, 
but also to revive the “congregational prayer-meeting,” 
not necessarily in the form once so common in the 
Churches, but in some form best fitted to conserve the 
spiritual values of our corporate activities. We covet prac- 
tical suggestions from pastors and people on this signifi- 
cant matter. If one so successful as “Horton of Hamp- 
stead” finds the best explanation of a glorious ministry in 
the “prayer-meeting,” we do well to pause, reflect—and 
pray. There is no man among us who would not thank 
God if, after so long a ministry, he should be remembered 
as “above all, a spiritual teacher, with a passion for the 
Gospel.” 


* * * 


MAKING THE MOST OF 1930 


In these early days of 1930 we have noted the usual 
amount of wise counsel given by preachers, editors and 
other supposed leaders of thought in the role of “guide, 
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philosopher and friend”; but we admit we have seen noth- 
ing along this line more wholesome than the “special let- 
ter’ of the eminent statistician and business advisor, Mr. 
Roger W. Babson, in which he proposes six New Year's 
Resolutions to his clients. Every reader of this paper who 
gives serious thought to his proposals will be wiser and 
better for it. 

At this season of “stock-taking,”’ Mr. Babson recom- 
mends individual budgets as well as business budgets, and 
he begins by challenging us all to make the most of 1930, 
and all the years ahead, by putting first things first. His 
suggestions are so sensible and pertinent that we quote 
them for your benefit. They contain practical wisdom 
of inestimable value to you, if you take them to heart and 
practise them. ' 

Mr. Babson says: “Our time is more important than our 
money, because money can often be regained when lost, but 
time can never be regained. Furthermore, although there 
is no definite limit as to what our future income may be, we 
do know that we shall live only a comparatively few years 
more at the most. Therefore, let our first New Year's 
Resolution be to budget our time and energy as well as our 
money. 


“This brings us to the question as to what work we 
should consider the most important when budgeting our 
time. Of course, there are many things which appeal 
strongly to our sympathies. Hospital work especially ap- 
peals to many; relief of the poor pulls at the heartstrings 
of others; doing something for the aged has always ap- 
pealed most to me. Yet, when all of these worthy objects 
are placed in a statistician’s test tube, none are as import- 
ant as time given to the education and proper direction of 
our children. Although work for the sick, the poor, and 
the aged rightfully demands our help, yet such aid is largely 
only of a temporary nature. Therefore, let our second 
New Year's Resolution be to use our time and energy in- 
telligently so that it will bear the greatest possible fruit. 

“There are two kinds of expenditures. One form of ex- 
penditure is money spent for pleasures or luxuries, when 
the money ultimately becomes exhausted; and the other 
form of expenditure is money spent for seed or fertilizer 
which continues to bear fruit and multiply. In the same 
way, time and money given to ordinary business ventures 
is often like expenditures for temporary desires ; while time 
and money spent on the Christian education of the young 
bears fruit forever. As we seek a ‘repeat’ business for 
a commercial investment, so we should seek the greatest 
‘repeat’ investment of all—namely Christian education. 
Hence, let our third New Year's Resolution be to give 
more time and energy to Christian education. 

“As we seriously approach the problem of. making our 
lives count for the most possible, we conclude that our 
children, grandchildren, and the children of our neighbors 
should have first call on our time and other resources. This 
means that in budgeting our time we should give a por- 
tion to Sunday School work, to boys’ and girls’ scout work 
and various other work for young people. The public 
schools should have more of our time. It is far more im- 
portant that we should serve on the Parent-Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation than as a director of the local bank. Banks, corp- 
orations, and most other things to which we devote so 
much time are merely interested in the tools of civilization, 
but these various young people’s movements, in training 
the men and women to use these tools, determine whether 
the tools will be used to upbuild or to destroy. Therefore, 
let our fourth New Year's Resolution be to give more time 
and energy to our children and to the other young people 
of our communities, 

“When we analyze the situation facing America today, we 
must admit that we are very shortsighted. We are slaving 
to accumulate money to turn over to our children, while 
giving almost no attention to training these children prop- 
erly to conserve and use this money. We are working for 
law enforcement and the enactment of even more legisla- 
tion to remedy current evils, without taking time to train 
the next generation of voters as to the reasons and needs 
for such legislation. Hence, when they come into power 
they may unconsciously either disregard such laws or re- 
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peal them. Then all of our work is for naught. Those 
of us who went through the sufferings of the Great World 
War and saw the finest products of every nation ruthlessly 
slaughtered, feel the great need of a League of Nations. 
and a World Court. Yet are we training the new genera- 
tion to realize this need? Let our fifth New Year's Re- 
solution be to spend less time in doing things ourselves and 
more time to training the next generation to do them. 

“Considering that our grandchildren were so young, at 
the time of the World War, they knew nothing of its bit- 
ter experiences, can they be expected to carry along the 
important work for world peace unless they are now care- 
fully trained thereto? Remember that during the past 
centuries there has always been a great war, a great busi- 
ness depression and a great epidenuc of some kind with 
almost every generation. Because one generation has not 
taken the trouble properly to train the succeeding genera- 
tion has been the cause of four-fifths of the world’s trou- 
bles. An educational system under which each generation 
needs ‘to learn from bitter experience’ is a failure. Hence 
the great importance of the above five New Year’s Resolu- 
tions. 

“One thing more in closing :—Some time ago Mr. Harry 
Stillwell Edwards told the story of a father in a Southern 
mill town who was very anxious to do something in his. 
will for the descendants of his only child, ‘up to and in- 
cluding the tenth generation. | Upon consulting a wise 
local lawyer who was preparing the will, the father was 
astonished when told that 1024 parents in his community 
would bear the same relationship to this ‘grandson’ of 
ten generations hence, as he would bear! In other words, 
this grandson would be only 1/1024th of this mill owner’s. 
blood and would be 1023/1024th of the blood of other 


boys and girls living today! No further comment on this 
point is necessary. All 1 need to add is that our sixth New 
Year's Resolution should be to help the other fellow’s chil- 
dren as well as our own, for ultimately all will be mixed 
up together.” 

ie ® 


VETERANS OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
(By One of Them) 


While looking over the “Year Book” of another fellow- 
ship, the writer was deeply impressed by the fact that a 
relatively large number of the clergymen of that Church 
had been ordained ministers of the Gospel for a half cen- 
tury or more. Two of them had passed the century mark, 
and one had been an ordained minister more than seventy 
years! The Reformed Church “Year Book” came to my 
hand the other day, and I was curious to note how many | 
ministers of that faith had enjoyed fifty or more years of 
ministerial life. The “Year Book” claims to be fairly ac- 
curate up to October first, the date of issue, but obviously 
mistakes will occur in such a publication, in spite of meti- 
culous care. At least one of the veterans whose names 
appear there has passed away since that date, though his 
name will be included in the following statements which 
are substantially correct, and to the writer of deep in- 
terest. 

On October first, the oldest Reformed Church minister, 
in point of ordination and probably of years also, was the 
Rev. Samuel Z. Beam, D. D., who has so recently passed 
over to the great majority. The next name to appear— 
now the oldest—is that of the Rev. U. Henry Heilman, 
D. D., ordained in 1863. Next comes Rev. Jacob F. Sny-— 
der, ordained in 1864, and Prof. David Van Horne, or- 
dained in 1867. Next comes Edward Herbruck, D. D., 
and John J. Janett, D. D., both of whom were ordained 
in 1869. Then follows Christian Baum, D. D., and 
Johann B. Braun, both of whom were ordained in 1870. 
All of these “Fathers” have enjoyed sixty, or more, years 
of ministerial life! SL ae 

Only the surnames of veterans who have served less 
than sixty years will be given on account of space. Curi-— 
ously, perhaps, the year 1871 affords no name; it 
doubtless a year of famine! In 1872 we find Lind 
Ricker, and Truxal; in 1873 there are Bahner, C 
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Hauser, and Zerbe; in 1874 we have DeLong, Hartman, 
Mauger, Pannebecker, and Ream; in 1875 we find Bow- 
man, Bridenbaugh, Darbaker, Spangler, and Yearick; in 
1876 there are Casselman, Dahlman, Ebbert, Freeman, 
Gumbert, Herbruck, Kriete, and Zartman; in 1877 we have 
Bartholomew, Bonekemper, Frank, Stahr, Stieneker, 
Stoner Walker, and Wettach; in 1878 there are Bachman 
Grether, Grossheusch, Horstmeier, Ihle, Mase, Mason- 
heimer, Moore, Roeder, Sorber, Steele, Whitmore, and 
Witthoff ; 1879 we have Dumstrey, Hench, Schiedt, Walenta 
and Whitmore; and in 1880 we find Frech, Miller, Rust, 
and Schmitt. 

As will be noted in the above statements veterans of 
1870 are counted as having already been sixty years in 
the ministry, and veterans of 1889 as having been ordained 
for fifty years. Of course, so early as this in the year 
1930, such statements are not quite accurate. 

Are not these facts as to our aged ministers remarkable, 
and do they not go far to substantiate the claim that the 
clerical life is likely to be distinguished for longevity? If 
some fine young man, who is a follower of Jesus and who 
may wish for long life, should chance to read these lines, 
let him bear in mind that herein is an inducement to be- 
come a minister of the Gospel! —G. S. R. 

x oe x 


THE WRONGDOER AND THE LAW 


America’s eminent “crime expert,’ Mr. August Vollmer, 
of Chicago, says a comparison of crime conditions in our 
country and Europe is not really fair, for at least four 
reasons, viz.: European cities have a more homogeneous 
population, fewer automobiles, more fixed standards and a 
better defined community life. Very well; granting Europe 
every one of these advantages, it only proves how much 
greater our peril is. It is an admission that in those Europ- 
ean cities it is easier to do right and harder to do wrong 
than in America. This accords with the solemn declara- 
tion of our President, who was moved to confess with sor- 
row that there is no “civilized” land on earth in which life 
and property are so unsafe as in our country today. 


This amazing lawlessness is doubtless due in part to a 
lack of training and discipline in the homes of our people 
and to the supposedly democratic cult of self-expression, 
which exalts license above liberty and tends to make each 
individual “a law unto himself.” ‘But another element 
which has not received sufficient recognition is the deplor- 
able gulf between the average citizen and what we call 
“constituted authority.” The boys who proposed to play 
the game of the crook and the cop were unable to play be- 
cause each wanted to be the crook and positively refused to 
play the part of the cop. It is deplorable that officers of the 
law, sworn to protect and defend the rights of our citizens 
against all wrongdoers, should be regarded with so much 
suspicion and hostility. There is something seriously wrong 
when so large a proportion of our people view these offi- 
cials as grafters, bullies and enemies, instead of considering 
them as friends, public servants and gentlemen. Just why 
is this? A good bit of this may be due to cruel and un- 
scrupulous methods used by officers of the law. Recent 
prison riots have revealed a terrifying volcano of hatred. 
This cannot always be explained by the aphorism that no 
crook “e’er felt the halter draw, with good opinion of the 
law.” In a remarkable article on “The Crook and the 
Bull,” in The North American Review for December, Cliff 
Maxwell, a writer of vagabond stories, who has traveled 
much as a hobo, claims that police officials as a class do not 
discriminate between the crooked and the unfortunate or 
vagrant, but treat all alike with an indescribable ferocity 
of which the brutes would be incapable. He says that “the 
petty embezzler, the juvenile delinquent, the war hero who 
has gone wrong, the vagrant and sneak-thief come out of 
our ‘reformatories’ or jails with the same hate toward 
society, with the same emotional and mental attitude as the 
gangster, the degenerate, the toughest burglar or murderer. 
They became criminals for countless diverse reasons. But 
those who remain criminals do so largely for one reason: 
they hate and fear the.cops and what the cops stand for... 
For no matter how brutal the criminal, society will not save 
itself from his depredations by being more brutal than he 
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is.” In accordance with this belief, gained from his own 
bitter experiences as one often convicted of the “crime” 
of being “without visible means of support,” Mr. Maxwell 
admits: “TI hate the bulls like hell. I hate them because I 
fear them. I hate them not because they are representa- 
tives of authority, but because of what they do to the aver- 
age person who falls into their clutches.” But Judge E. O. 
Lewis, of Philadelphia, addressing the January Grand Jury, 
advocates a bread-and-water diet for young criminals and 
says about prison discipline: “Don’t be over-sentimental 
about the food, the beds and such things. Don’t expect a 
penitentiary to look like a Ritz-Carlton hotel. We don’t 
send men there for a happy holiday. So many of those 
recently released from prison have been committing desper- 
ate crimes of violence that we are more than ever disposed 
not to relax in our duty and show sentimental tolerance and 
sympathy for criminals. It is necessary to be strict to cure 
young men of the habit of killing decent citizens merely to 
rob them of $10 or $15. If you make it hard, disagreeable 
and lonely for the prisoner, he does not want to go back 
again—he will remember that the days in jail were a hor- 
rible experience.” Here you have the two sides of the story 
forcefully stated. Just where will you find the truth? 

One thing is certain: it is dangerous to the welfare of the 
Republic to inculcate hatred and sedition against those 
sworn to uphold the law. The powers that be are ordained 
fo God. “Rulers are not a terror to good works, but to 
the evil.” If any officials are corrupt, brutal or incompet- 
ent, they should be weeded out. In a democracy the people 
are responsible for the sort of officials in power, and when 
chosen by the people, the presumption is in their favor and 
they merit the support of good citizens. But let us not 
forget that men with criminal dispositions or men who 
expect to profit by upsetting certain laws have always been 
ready to preach and practice treason. Here, for example, 
is a supposedly reputable paper, the Evening Public Ledger, 
which publishes a seditious letter from one who, queerly 
enough, signs himself “Law Respecter.” This letter vents 
the correspondent’s spleen against Prohibition in an insane 
diatribe against police, coast guards and enforcement agents 
—all officers of our government—by advocating a boycott 
and making lepers and pariahs of all public officials, who as- 
sist in securing the enforcement of our laws. It is a pity that 
any Philadelphia newspaper would lend itself to such truck 
as this: “Let the friends of all men involved in the net- 
work of Prohibition ‘send them to Coventry.’ In other 
words, cut their acquaintance, have nothing more to do with 
them or their families. Let every one of these spies know, 
without mincing words, that you will have no social rela- 
tions with them or with the members of their households, 
and before many months no man will be willing to im- 
poverish himself in friendship to earn blood money as a 
Prohibition snooper.” It is by such preachments as this 
that anarchy is fostered. 

#7 ta ue 


IS IT ONLY TALK? 


We hope we may be forgiven for saying that it is rather 
painful to read accounts in the daily papers about a num- 
ber of proposed coalitions between Protestant Churches 
which are, to say the least, fantastic. Here are big head- 
lines reading: “Speed Church Move to Unite Three 
Faiths,” and we go on to the announcement of a meeting 
next June of commissions of the Protestant Episcopal, 
Presbyterian and Methodist Episcopal Churches, to discuss 
further a proposed platform for the ultimate union of these 
ecclesiastical bodies. One scarcely knows whether to laugh 
or weep, but we have the feeling that the frequently pub- 
lished accounts of proposed “unions” that have little sub- 
stance and are almost certain to prove abortive, does more 
harm than good to the cause of Protestant unification. 


Scarcely anything is more obvious than the fact that the 
Episcopal Church has not yet decided whether it is a 
Protestant communion and unless it experiences a 
change of heart the likelihood of its entering whole- 
heartedly into any union movement is remote indeed. The 
sacramentarian group would deliberately disrupt their own 
Church rather than permit it to move toward effective 
union with the only Churches with which it can at present 
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unite. Until the Episcopalians are willing to meet on the 
platform of the equality of all Christians and all Christian 
Churches before God, all talk of union is worse than futile. 
The Christian Century aptly says: “The sectarian order 
has grown up on the false theory that if a group possesses 
some special truth or other Christian treasure, the thing 
to do is to withdraw from others in order to preserve it! 
That fallacy lies at the root of denominationalism. But 
the way to preserve any spiritual treasure is to contribute 
iit. And the only way effectually to contribute a Christian 
treasure is to practice fellowship with other Christians 
that is, to treat other Christians as Christ treats them.” 
But what a pity that some who declaim most loudly and 
most frequently about their deep desire for Christian unity 
continue to practice as well as preach divisive, exclusive 
and unbrotherly views which make any genuine unification 
impossible. They may be self-deceived; but it does not 
seem that they are succeeding any longer in deceiving many 
other people. 


* *K 


PREACHING TO CHILDREN 


We hope our readers have not overlooked the interesting 
statement made in the MESSENGER a few weeks ago, that 
the Rev. Thomas W. Dickert has entered upon his 11th 
year of service as the writer of the Junior Sermons in the 
MESSENGER. We know that some in the MESSENGER 
family realize how deeply we are indebted to him for this 
gracious ministry in which he has shown an ability and 
aptitude which have been recognized far beyond our de+ 
nominational lines. Not a few regard this as the most diff- 
cult kind of preaching. It demands a simplicity which is al- 
together too rare in the pulpit. Too often, our lack of simpli- 


city is caused by a lack of clarity in thinking. At any rate, 


pastors have again and again reported that even adult mem- 
bers had expressed their preference for the sermons deliv- 
ered to the children, saying that it was these sermons which 
had made the deepest and most lasting impression upon them. 
This may not always be true, but it is true so frequently 
that it should lead us to very serious thinking. We believe 
that we speak what is in the heart of MESSENGER readers 
generally, when we express our gratitude for the messages 
which Dr. Dickert, out of the rich experiences of his busy 
pastorate, continues to bring from week to week in our 


pages. 
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THE PARABLE OF HENRY FORD AND HIS CARS 


I have a friend who spake unto me saying, Come thou 
and ride with me in my New Car. And believe me it is 
Some Car, being a Lincoln. 


Now I like to ride in the Cars of my friends, and the 
better the Car the better I enjoy it; and none of my friends 
have Cars any too good for me. 

And we were hitting the Road at a fairly good pace 
when we heard a Rattling behind us. And we paid little 
attention until it Honked and pulled out to pass us. And 
as it came alongside, and was near abeam, we looked at it 
the more attentively. And it was an old Model T Ford 
Car, such as Henry was wont to build in the days when 
he said that his Cars might be painted any color just so it 
was black. And this one was no longer black, and it looked 
as ill without paint as do some women who are accus- 
tomed to it. 

Now my friend might easily have stepped on the Gas 
and have left the old Ford to enjoy his carbon monoxide 
as best it might, but he was not racing and moreover he 
was interested. 

And the old Ford went rattling and slambanging down 
the pike and honking to everything in front of it to give 
it room to go by. 

And I said, I am not yet old; neither am I quite so 
voung as I once may have been. But I am old enough to 
have some sympathy for Efficient Senescence. 

And my friend said, After all, thou must hand it to the 
old Ford. 

And I said, Henry deserveth great credit for this, that 
he kept the Horseless Carriage of forty years ago from 
becoming the badge of a Class Distinction. And more- 
over I think he would enjoy sitting in a Lincoln and being 
passed by an old rickety Model T of his own ancient 
vintage. 

And my friend inquired, saying, Doth Henry drive a 
Lincoln? 

And I said, When I was in Detroit a while ago, he was 
running about in an old Ford coop. 

And my friend said, I am glad that this ride is giving 
thee pleasure, though I had expected that thy word of 
praise would be for my new Car and not for that farmer 
and his old one. 

And I said, Think not that I fail of appreciation of thy 
fine new Lincoln. And come not after me to drive in any 
old Model T. I am not yet obsolescent, and whatever is 
new and of Improved Model, that I like. Nevertheless, I 
must record that the most pleasant incident of this happy 
trip with thee hath been the witnessing of the exploit of 
the old Ford. 

And he said, Believe it no or not, and admit it or not, 
that showeth that thou art growing old. 

And I said, We will let it go at that. When I was in 
Colledge, and I am of the 1885 Model, I read the treatise 
of my friend Cicero De Senectute and I could add for him 
one other to the compensations of advancing years. 

And he said, Tell me what it is. 

And I said, In this hustling generation when Youth will 
be served though it crowd Age into the ditch, it is good 
now and then for a man whose hair is white though his 
heart is young to see an old Horse win a bet or an old 
Ford go rattling past a Lincoln. 


“Be Filled With The Spirit” 


(A Timely Meditation for the Pentecostal Year) 
PRESIDENT GEORGE W. Ricwarps, D. D., LL. D. 


Pentecost is generally considered to be 
the birthday of the Church; for, from that 
day forth, the followers of Jesus lived in 
the fellowship of the Spirit of the Lord. 
Hitherto He was with them, now He was 
in them. They were in potency a new peo- 
ple, ‘‘a third race’’; not Jews nor Gen- 
tiles, not ofthe world though in it; they 
came to feel themselves to be ‘‘sojourners 
and pilgrims,’’ ‘‘an elect race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God’s own possession’’ (James 1:11; 1:9). 

Professor Bacon says: ‘‘The begining of 
our religion was the doctrine of the Spirit 
as an affluence from the risen Jesus.’’ The 


Church was not founded upon dogmas about 
God, Christ, and men, not upon ritual or 
worship, a code of laws or a form of gov- 
ernment. It had its beginning historically 
with men and women, humble folk, who 
were filled with the Spirit of Christ. Not 
one of Jesus’ followers claimed to have 
the Spirit until He had risen and ascended, 
We should remember, therefore, that in the 
year 1930 we are to celebrate the specific 
activity of the Holy Spirit which is im- 
plied in His advent through the risen and 
glorified Christ and His abiding presence 
in His body, the Church. 


In his interpretation of the Holy Spirit, 


Paul advanced beyond the Jewish and the 
early Christian conception by ascribing to 
Him characteristics that belong to person- 
ality—initiative, purposive action, ethical 
ideals. In his description of the Spirit’s 
activity he did not speak with the ae- 
curacy or the purpose of a dogmatician 
‘He was concerned less with the na 
than with the experience, of the Spiri 
He gives definite and ethical cont 
the Spirit when he says: ‘‘The Lo 
Spirit.’? The Lord is Jesus risen ané 
cended. We know the Lord o 
through the Jesus of history. 
the Spirit of the Lord is to hav 
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of ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth, anointed of God 
with the Holy Ghost and with power,’’ 
who ‘‘went about doing good, preaching 
good tidings of peace, and healing all that 
were oppressed of the devil’’ (Acts 10:36- 
38). Without the close association of the 
Spirit with Christ, men who believed in 
the Spirit would have run into fanaticism 
or into a colorless religiosity without moral 
power. 

The nearest equivalent of Paul’s admoni- 
tion in Ephesians, ‘‘Be filled with the 
Spirit,’’? is the exhortation in Philippians: 
‘“Have this mind in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus’’ (Philip. 2:5). To have 
the mind of Christ is the equivalent of 
having the Spirit of Christ. In I Corin- 
thians 2:16 he writes, ‘‘But we have the 
mind of Christ.’’ In his prayer for the 
Ephesian Christians Paul beseeches the 
Father, ‘‘that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith’’ (3:17). His prayer 
in Colossians 1:9 explains what the Apostle 
means by the mind of Christ, ‘‘that ye 
may be filled with the knowledge of His 
will in all spiritual wisdom and under- 
standing,’’? etc. The passage that is the 
parallel of the injunction, ‘‘Be filled with 
the Spirit,’’ is found in Colossians in a 
somewhat different form and throws lght 
upon the imperative in Ephesians: ‘‘ Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly.’’ 
Accordingly we are safe in assuming in 
the light of Paul’s words that the one 
Spirit, that abides in the one body which 
is His Chureh and in which the individual 
members of the body share, is equivalent 
to the ‘‘mind of Christ.’’ 

What did Paul mean by the mind of 
Christ? What does the mind of Christ 
mean to us? How may we obtain the mind 
of Christ and thus ‘‘be filled with the 
Spirit’’? 

In Philippians 2:5-8, after the apostle 
admonished the reader to ‘‘have this mind 
in you which was also in Christ Jesus,’’ 
he proceeds to define the phrase in terms 


of what Jesus was, what He became, and | 


what He did. He was on an equality 
with God. He renounced His divine dig- 
nity and became man in the form of a 
servant; He humbled Himself and became 
obedient even unto death, yea the death of 
the cross. In other words, by voluntary 
self-renunciation, humility, obedience, serv- 
ice, sacrifice, motived by love for sinful 
men, He saved men from their sins and 
gave them power to become sons of God. 
For this God highly exalted Him to be 
head of all things in heaven, on earth, and 
under the earth. The mind of Christ does 
not imply primarily great knowledge— 
scientific,, philosophical, historical — but 
abounding love, the quality of love which 
is manifested in the life and death of 
Jesus Christ, ‘‘the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord’’ from which, Paul 
was persuaded, ‘‘neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, not things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, shall be able to separate us’’ (Rom. 
8:38-39). f 

The mind of Christ may be defined in 
another way. The quality of a man’s mind 
is determined by his attitude and disposi- 
tion toward the ultimate realities of life, 
which are God, man, and the world. In 
these three relations Jesus lived in a way 
that made Him superior to men; He was 
the man above men because He lived a 
life, new in quality, among men. He was 
always and spontaneously the reverent 
obedient Son of His heavenly Father. His 
sense of God’s fatherhood, of being sent 
of God, of continuous working with God 
for the achievement of His purpose, of loy- 
alty to God’s will, and of God’s sustain- 
ing power was the fontal source of His 
unparallelled life and work. 

His disposition toward God was at the 
same time the spirit of His life toward 
men—the spirit of love that served, sacri- 
ficed, and died for, men. By the free 
necessity of love He preached, taught, and 
healed. He gave sight to the blind, made 
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the lame walk, cleansed the lepers, opened 
the ears of the deaf, raised up the dead, 
and preached glad tidings to the poor. 
Never did a man do more so-called humani- 
tarian works than Jesus. Yet while He 
helped men He felt that He was glorifying 
God. He could not separate the service 
of men and the glory of God; they were 
two sides of one divine human life. 

In relation to the world of things, the 
vast world of impersonal things, that plays 
so large a part in every man’s life, Jesus 
was not an ascetic, for He came both eat- 
ing and drinking. He was not a liber- 
tine; for while He was in the world, He 
was not of it. He was master of things 
and put them into use for the enrichment 
of life through the realization of ideals 
that belong to the spaceless and timeless 
order. 


A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
By Richard K. Morton 


Behold, O God, Thou hast made 
all things new. Before us are a 
new heaven and a new earth. In 
the years gone by, we have sinned 
and often departed from Thee; yet 
Thou hast never departed from us 
nor condemned us forever. Thou art 
ever ready to await the time when 
we shall realize the folly of our 
ways. Thou are ever ready to give 
us another chance and further en- 
couragement. Thy mercy is ever- 
lasting, and Thy pardon is abund- 
ant. Help us to follow better paths 
in the days that are to come, and 
embrace the opportunities which lie 
in the renewal of Thy grace and 
love. Lead us toward goals higher 
and nobler, and heip us to under- 
stand the life of this world and Thy 
kingdom in heaven. 

Bless, O God, all those who seek 
Thee during the coming year. Com- 
fort those who are sick or unfortu- 
nate. Undergird with Thy love those 
who have lost beloved ones, or whose 
sunset hour will come before the 
year is past. Instill into those who 
are young the desire to achieve in 
their brief span of earthly life 
works which those who went before 
them were unable to do. May Thy 
spirit rest upon all our Churches 
everywhere, and hear, O God, all 
those who at any time call upon Thy 
name. Abide with us, for we need 
Thee every hour. Show us the way 
to grow in the stature of the full- 
ness of Thy Son Whom Thou hast 
sent to reveal to us Thy love and 
care. Amen. 


The mind includes the whole life of man 
—what he thinks, what he aspires to, what 
he works for, what he lives for, the pur- 
pose that controls life, the actuating mo- 
tives, the ultimate goal. In these respects 
Jesus rose high above men, and in the 
quality of His life He contradicted the 
life of man. He was the man of the 
Spirit; He had the mind of God. 

To have this attitude and disposition of 
Jesus is to have the ‘‘mind of Christ,’’ 
to ‘‘be filled with the Spirit,’’ to be 
headed toward God and eternity and to be 
on the way of the abundant life. It does 
not, however, imply that one has already 
attained ‘‘the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.’? The babes were fed ‘‘with 
milk,’’? the full-grown men ‘‘with meat’’ 
(I Cor. 3:2). Paul prayed ‘‘that we may 
be no longer children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, but speaking truth in love, may 
grow up in all things unto Him’’ (Eph. 
4:14-15). 

The mind of Christ, the life in the Spirit, 
is, like a harvest of wheat, both a divine 
gift and a human achievement. Men can- 
not have it unless God gives it; God can- 


not give it unless men attain it. This is 
one of the paradoxes of the Christian life. 
There have been those in the centuries of 
Christian history who claimed perfection 
because they received the Holy Spirit— 
perfection in character and in knowledge 
of things of God and of man. In that di- 
rection fanaticism lies. The Holy Spirit 
has been made responsible for all sorts of 
vagaries and fancies of men. 

The Holy Spirit, however, is more than 
‘‘the Christian version of the primitive 
notion of man of mysterious natural 
power.’’ So Mr. H. E. Barnes disposes of 
it. The mind of Christ is far more than 
the mind of man developed by education, 
culture, and the experience of life. The 
natural mind will not spontaneously nor by 
human effort blossom into the mind of 
Christ. To pass from the natural mind to 
the mind of the Spirit a deep inward trans- 
formation is indispensable. When Jesus 
proclaimed the nearness of the kingdom of 
God, He, also, announced the conditions 
for sharing in its blessings—‘‘ Repent and 
believe the Gospel.’’ The Greek impera- 
tive for ‘‘repent’’ means ‘‘change your 
mind.’? To Nicodemus Jesus said: ‘‘Ex- 
cept one be born anew, he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God’’ (John 3:3). This is 
another paradox which once perplexed 
“‘the teacher of Israel’? and now perplexes 
the teacher of America. Paul makes it 
clear in Romans 12:2 that the mind of 
Christ is the natural mind transformed so 
that it is no longer ‘‘fashioned according 
to this world’’ but renewed so as to be 
capable of ‘‘proving what is the good and 
acceptable will of God.’’ 

If the possession of the Spirit is equiva- 
lent to having ‘‘the mind of Christ,’’ 
namely, the attitude and disposition of a 
son toward God, of a brother toward man, 
of a master toward things, with the con- 
trolling purpose of attaining ‘‘life to the 
full,’’ then one will freely bear the fruit 
of the Spirit in all goodness, righteousness, 
truth, in joy, peace, longsuffering, kind- 
ness, temperance, in faith, hope, love. He 
will bear the fruit of the Spirit in the form 
of life of the age in which he lives, 
whether it be ancient, medieval, or mod- 
ern. The manner of life will differ widely 
in different ages but the Spirit is always 
the same. The man of the Spirit is not 
slavishly bound to dogmas, institutions, 
laws, rituals, though he may use all of 
them. Nor is the motive or purpose of his 
life changed by changes of world view, by 
new interpretations of the universe by sci- 
ence and philosophy. He is bound only by 
his disposition and his purpose. He is ¢a- 
pable of adjusting himself to all kinds of 
new knowledge, to new methods of work- 
ing, but he will never change his disposi- 
tion and purpose. 

The life in the Spirit is absolute only in 
the eternal purpose—the abundant life 
lived in the threefold relation of ‘son, 
brother, master of things; the life in the 
Spirit is forever relative in the degree of 
its realization, in knowledge of God and 
man and the world, in ways of living, in 
the practical application of the ideals of 
the Spirit. Paul was emphatic in his af- 
firmation of relativity. ‘‘Brethren,’’ he 
said, ‘‘I count not myself yet to have laid 
hold.’? But he was equally positive about 
the absoluteness of the purpose: ‘‘I press 
on toward the goal unto the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.’’ He 
adds the very significant words: ‘‘Only 
whereunto we have attained, by that same 
rule let us walk’? (Phillip. 3:13-16). Our 
relative achievements are the measure of 
our responsibility to move forward and up- 
“ward to the absolute goal. Indeed the 
only man who is free is he who has the 
Spirit of Christ. The apostle justly gloried 
in his liberty when he wrote exultingly: 
‘‘Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is 
liberty’’—liberty to live the complete life 
that is ‘‘life to the full.’’ It is not liberty 
to do, in the words of the Stoic, ‘‘as you 
will.’’ It is not license, but the liberty of 
love, to do what is well-pleasing to God 
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and what is for the eternal welfare of man, 

How may we fulfill Paul’s admonition— 
‘Be filled with the Spirit’??? We cannot 
fill ourselves with Him; we ean only put 
ourselves in the way of being filled by 
Him. If one desires to be filled with pure 
air, he goes on the fields, the hill-tops, the 
mountains, breathes deeply and feels the 
invigorating draughts of ozone. He cannot 
create the air but he puts himself in the 
way of being filled with it. If he feels the 
need of the light and warmth of the sun, 
he will not hide in a eave or lie in the 
shade of the woods; he will go into the 
open and let the sun’s rays beat upon him. 
He cannot create the sun’s rays but he can 
put himself in the way of the light and 
warmth of the sun. 

If one is to ‘‘be filled with the Spirit,’’ 
he must go where the Spirit is. He is not 
far off; He is accessible to every one. We 
need not ascend to heaven, to bring Christ 
down; we need not descend into the abyss 
to bring Christ up from the deep. 
word is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart’’ (Rom. 10:7-8). He is in His 


By John 


This is a study of the Old Testament by 
a scholar who is primarily a student of 
literature. Because of this approach it 
has a freshness and unconventionality too 
often lacking in the work of the technical 
theologian. The point of view is frankly 
historical or evolutionary, Dr. Powell is 
fully alive to present attitudes toward 
religion. He probably knows the mind of 
our generation much better than if he were 
a specialist in Hebrew and he is also ac- 
quainted with the latest results of critical 
scholarship. He is not a propagandist and 
has no axe to grind. His one aim is to un- 
fold the truth as he sees it in the progres- 
sive march of thought through the Hebrew 
Scriptures. But because he is a poet he 
sees with a mystic’s eye and sometimes 
leaps over difficulties that would be stones 
of stumbling to a more pedestrian mind. 

One has to have a good deal of imagi- 
nation to find essential harmony between 
the story of Creation in Genesis and evolu- 
tion, as it is understood by such men as 
Henry Fairfield Osborn. It is also doubt- 
ful whether the Hebrews were as superior 
to their neighbors in religious and ethical 
culture as Dr. Powell assumes. We have 
to remember that the testimony upon which 
this conclusion is based is singularly one- 
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body the Church, The Spirit, however, is 
not visible like the mountain or the valley, 
the sun or the stars. He is in invisible like 
the air around us. Jesus says ‘‘the world 
beholdeth Him not,’’ i. e., ‘‘the Spirit of 
Truth’’ (John 14:17). He becomes mani- 
fest unto those who keep the word of 
Jesus and give proof of their love for 
Him. Judas was perplexed by this state- 
ment and cried: ‘‘What is come to pass 
that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, 
and not unto the world?’’ In His answer 
to this question Jesus shows that the in- 
dwelling of the Spirit is conditioned by 
love and obedience. ‘‘If a man love Me 
he will keep My word; and My Father will 
love him and We will come unto him and 
make Our abode with him’’ (John 14:23). 
Because the world does not love or keep 
His word, the Father and the Son cannot 
abide in it; Jesus cannot manifest Himself, 
i. e., the Christ according to the Spirit, to 
it. The Spirit will not come into an 
empty vessel, into a person who does not 
have spiritual capacity, who does not lean 
toward God, and who does not have the 
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desire to obey Christ and the readiness to 
serve Him in love. He guides the seeker, 
He teaches the disciple, He helps the help- 
er, He comforts the mourner, He is para- 
clete to the runner in the race of life, He 
prays for those who pray, He works in the 
worker. 

We shall help men to ‘‘be filled with the 
Spirit’’ by preaching, teaching, and prae- 
ticing the truth of God as revealed in 
Jesus Christ; practicing it in all the rela- 
tions of the individual and the social life. 
““Special preaching in which the person 
and work of the Holy Spirit are carefully 
but courageously pressed,’’ will be of little 
avail. One cannot impart or receive the 
Spirit in so easy a way. The medium 
through which the Spirit is communicated 
to others is the spirit-filled community 
which is composed of spirit-filled men and 
women who live and walk and work to- 
gether in love—the love that is manifested 
by God in His Son Jesus Christ and in 
Him Crucified. 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Walker Powell. New York: The Macmillan Co. 


Reviewed by J. A. MAcCALLUM 


sided. The Old Testament is to be read 
with caution or we shall do injustice to the 
enemies of the Israelites who were painted 
in dark colors by their hostile critics. The 
truth probably is that the life of surround- 
ing tribesmen was very similar in most of 
its phases to that of the Israelites. 

But in the main Dr. Powell has a keen 
eye for truth, an eye which is rarely con- 
fused by traditional prejudices. He is par- 
ticularly apt in getting hold of the human 
element in the Old Testament story. For 
instance, he states that the ‘‘plagues’’ 
which seemed to a superstitious age to be 
visitations of any angry deity were caused 
by the unsanitary conditions arising from 
hordes of slave laborers living in close 
quarters. His psychological insight en- 
ables him to uncover many facts that have 
been hidden under pious explanations. 
‘‘The wealth of the supernatural in the 
Hebrew Scriptures has been an insuperable 
stumbling block to the modern reader. But 
the essential worth of the Old Testament 
is entirely apart from the naive love of 
magic characteristic of a primitive age. 
The life-lessons which the Jewish people 
learned through the thousand years of their 
historical development are of lasting sig- 
nificance, entirely apart from the meta- 


physical presuppositions involved in the 
conception of miracles. The spiritual in- 
terpretation of history is not dependent 
ou signs and wonders, and the lofty ethical 
implications of the Hebrew experience are 
valid in a world of natural law no less 
than in that characterized by childish con- 
ceptions of a naive and primitive ignor- 
ance. ’?” 

While there is nothing in this book that 
cannot be found in one form or another in 


‘any working library, such as any minister 


niust possess before he can do effective 
work in the pulpit, it will nevertheless 
prove suggestive to the preacher who 
wishes to see the Old Testament in his-- 
torical perspective. But it is especially 
recommended to the intelligent layman who 
wishes to acquaint himself in a general 
way with the results of Biblical criticism. 
It will enable such a man to harmonize 
the teachings of the Scriptures with the 
knowledge of the universe which he has 
acquired from the intellectual environment 
in which he lives. It will also enable him 
to see what a rich wealth of knowledge 
and inspiration the Old Testament offers 
to any one who approaches it from the 
point of view of ordinary. human 
experience. 


Sunday School Teaching as a Stewardship Opportunity 


The purpose of this article is to chal- 
lenge Sunday School teachers and other 
workers with young people, that they seri- 
ously look upon their work as leaders of 
youth as a vital part of their Christian 
Stewardship. There is of course, no lack 
of Stewardship literature, and those who 
will may read. But there are still many 
Christians who seem to think that Stew- 
ardship is a term which applies only, or at 
least mainly, to the handling of money and. 
the administration of Church finances, Per- 
haps this is due to the fact that Steward- 
ship is usually emphasized most in con- 
nection with the raising of the Apportion- 
ment money and the Every Member Can- 
vass—for this there surely is reason 
enough. Nevertheless there is need of 
greater emphasis upon Stewardship in its 
application to the whole of life and all 
the tasks that may come to us, because 
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‘Christian Stewardship is the joyous rec- 
ognition and acknowledgment of God’s 
sovereignty over the whole of life, and a 
conscientious administration of all that is 
included in life, as God may direct by His 
Spirit and according to His Word.’’ 

The full understanding of Christian 
Stewardship comes to us only through 
practice. It is when we conscientiously 
practice Stewardship, according to the 
measure of our understanding, that its 
deeper meaning is revealed to us and we 
gradually come to see the greater blessing 


which lies in the Stewardship of the whole | 
In the measure in which we apply 


of life. 
the Stewardship principles to definite tasks 
and duties our vision is cleared and we 
recognize more fully, not only our respon- 
sibilities but also the Spirit’s leading us 
into the truth. F 

How may the principles of Stewardship 


be applied to the work of a Sunday School 
teacher? In answering this question we 
must keep in mind two facts: (1) The 
beginning of all practice of Stewardship 
is the positive acceptance of the Steward- 
ship principles and a willingness to apply 
them to our individual tasks and duties. 
(2) At some time there will be a Day of 
Reckoning when we will be held to give 
an account of our Stewardship. The Sun- 
day School teacher must definitely accept 
the fact that he is a Steward of God, and 
that being a Sunday School teacher places — 
a definite responsibility upon him, regard- 
ing which he must in due time ‘‘render 
an account,’’? and he must be willing to 
be as faithful concerning this part of his 
Stewardship as in any other part. 
A careful consideration of what 
volved in the rendering of an accov 
help the teacher to discover the 
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responsibility which being a teacher places 
upon him, and how the Stewardship prin- 
ciples apply to his work. All accounting 
is based on responsibility and in some form 
or other there are at least five elements 
which enter into it: (1) Contacts with 
those to whom the account must be ren- 
dered; (2) Some standards for judging the 
work done; (3) An inventory of resources; 
(4) A survey of the development of the 
assigned task; (5) A record of the result. 

It is not difficult to see how a considera- 
tion of these items will tend to reveal to 
the teacher how the principles of Steward- 
ship may be put into practice in his par- 
ticular case. 

To whom is the Sunday School teacher 
accountable? The answer is: He is ac- 
countable to God, to the parents or 
guardians of his pupils and to the admini- 
strative forces of his school, and there 
must therefore be regular contacts with 
them. It is inconceivable how anyone can 
expect to be successful as a teacher in the 
Sunday School without regular contacts 
with God, special communion with Him in 
prayer, intercession and meditation upon 
His Word, presenting to Him his peculiar 
problems and seeking to know His Will. 
It is part of the teacher’s Stewardship to 
make these contacts regularly. So also 
must he make regular contacts with the 
parents or guardians of his pupils, for they 
have entrusted these pupils to his care, and 
they have the right to know the teacher 
and to be informed concerning his work. 
And inasmuch as the Sunday School is an 
integral part of the Church, essential to 
its program of religious education, which 
the Church administers through duly ap- 
pointed officers or Boards who are respon- 
sible for the general oversight and direc- 
tion of the work of the individual helpers, 
this relation must also be recognized by 
the teacher. There simply cannot be any 
efficient management of the school without 
co-operation of the teachers., Such co- 
operation is a part of the teacher’s 
Stewardship. 

How shall the teacher properly evaluate 


his work? Of course he has some ‘‘ ideal’? 
respecting this work; but in order that this 
ideal be of value to him, he must also have 
some means of determining to what extent 
he measures up to his ideal. All judgment 
and all measurement consist in comparing 
the thing to be judged or measured with 
something else, some real or imaginary 
standard. No measurement or judgment 
is possible without applying a rule or 
standard of some kind. And if the Sunday 
School teacher must at some time render 
an account regarding this part of his life’s 
work, then he must have some standards 
to help him examine his work and properly 
evaluate it, to visualize his needs and to 
stimulate him to better work. The selec- 
tion and use of proper standards for his 
work is also an important part of the 
teacher’s Stewardship. 

Taking an inventory of his resources is 
the third item. This is involved both in 
‘“Stewardship’’?’ and in ‘‘accounting.’’ 
There can be no intelligent and conscien- 
tious administration of all that has been 
entrusted to him without an accurate 
knowledge of his available resources, and 
such knowledge demands the taking of an 
inventory. What are the resources of the 
Sunday School teacher? This he neces- 
sarily must find out, because he is not to 
work with the talents given to others, but 
with those given to him. It will therefore 
be a very important part of his Steward- 
ship to take an inventory of all his pos- 
sessions, powers, talents, opportunities, 
ability, ete.; he will have to make a care- 
ful analysis of his life, his physical, men- 
tal and spiritual powers, in order to dis- 
cover what he has that may be used by 
Christ in this great work. 

The Sunday School teacher however is 
not only accountable for what he does but 
also for what he is. The influence of his 
personality is greater than that of his in- 
struction. He therefore, more than others, 
needs’ to ‘‘take heed unto himself,’’ to 
give himself an honest self-examination 
not only regarding his activity but also 
regarding his personality. As a Steward 


he will of course, as already intimated, test 
and examine his work, the work of teach- 
ing, according to the highest possible 
standards. But he will do more than that; 
he will also test and judge himself in 
respect to his consecration, his attitudes, 
his self-sacrifice; he will inquire as to the 
time, thought and effort given to self- 
improvement as well as to the actual work 
of teaching. 

And finally there must be records of ef- 
forts and activities if the teacher is to 
render an account of this part of his Chris- 
tian Stewardship. No accounting is pos- 
sible without recording. In fact, the keep- 
ing of proper records is no small part of 
true Stewardship. The Steward needs such 
records in order to determine whether there 
has been success or failure, and a true 
Steward always find within himself the 
urge to have evidence of such progress or 
failure. Records are also an important 
item for the efficient management of the 
school, for without them there is no way 
of measuring results, no way of determin- 
ing whether the school as such is helping 
its pupils to live the Christian life or not. 
It is undeniably true that many schools 
would very quickly discover certain defi- 
ciencies which could easily be removed, if 
complete and accurate records were kept of 
the educational work of the Church. 

Is Sunday School Teaching a Steward- 
ship opportunity? Most emphatically it is. 
Let our Sunday School teachers prayer- 
fully and conscientiously apply the prin- 
ciples of Stewardship to this particular 
task, let our Sunday School councils ap- 
ply them to their supervision and direc- 
tion of the educational work of the local 
congregation, and we will see this work 
become a power, the leading power in the 
Church of Christ. 

(Note: Attention is called to ‘‘Interna- 
tional Standards in Religious Education’’ 
and ‘‘International System of Church 
School Records and Reports’’ as very help- 
ful material in applying the principles of 
Christian Stewardship to the Sunday 
School teacher’s work.) 


A Letter From London 


The Church and Russia 


One of the leading London papers, ‘‘The 
Morning Post,’’ has been seeking to rouse 
the conscience of the Church to protest 
against the recognition of Soviet Russia 
by the British Government, on the grounds 
that this means the condonation of the 
crimes committed by the Soviets against 
the Christian people of Russia, The ap- 
peal has so far succeeded that a Council 
of Churehmen has been formed to continue 
the agitation and to call a national meet- 
ing of protest. The leader in this cam- 
paign is Prebendary Gough. ‘‘A Christian 
country,’? says Canon Cornwall Jones, 
‘¢should refuse to make contact with the 
Bolshevie Government until a guarantee 
is received that the murder of Christians 
for no other reason than that they are 
Christians shall at once cease.’’ There are 
many similar protests received every day. 
No voice is raised against the employment 
of every useful means of checking the 
persecution of Christians in Russia. But 
there are many who believe that a refusal 
to recognize Russia would not save the 
Christians of that country, but rather make 
their peril greater. These writers point 
out that it has never been the custom of 
Christian nations to take this measure in 
recent years. Cromwell did it; but in more 
modern times Great Britain, and other 
Christian countries, recognized Turkey 
while it was slaughtering Armenian Chris- 
tians. The Rev. Dr. Carnegie Simpson, of 
Westminster College, Cambridge, expresses 
this point of view: ‘‘I cannot respond to 
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your appeal. I am not insensible to the 
atrocity of the Soviet persecution; but 
what you propose would do nothing for 
the situation, religiously or otherwise, 
while recognition at least may do some- 
thing. Outlawry is no solution—unless you 
propose to go to war.’’ The issue is com- 
plicated by the fact that the recognition 
of Russia is opposed by many citizens on 
political grounds, and it is difficult to 
separate the two campaigns. 


The Preservation of St. Paul’s 


In the summer of 1930 the whole of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral will once more be open. 
The alarming defects in the columns and 
elsewhere have been removed, and the 
building, which stands between the Hast 
and West of London, will once more play 
its part in the spiritual life of the city. 
St. Paul’s has always been the Church of 
the London citizen, Canon Alexander, 
who has done a splendid piece of service 
as treasurer of St. Paul’s for twenty years, 
has put on record how widespread has been 
the desire to help in the restoration of the 
Cathedral. Working people have given 
their offerings day by day, and many thou- 
sands of pounds have come from the poor. 
‘¢What was still better, the workers were 
attending the services in considerable 
numbers, just as their fathers used to as- 
semble in old times at Paul’s Cross.’’? The 
revival of interest in St. Paul’s in the 
19th century must always be associated 
with two men, Dean Church and Canon 
Liddon. No preacher of his day thrilled 


London as Liddon did; and there are old 
people still who love to recall his Advent 
sermons when his noble voice pleaded with 
thousands of hearers to remember the 
‘‘first five minutes after death.’’ The 
present dean is a powerful figure in Brit- 
ish life and thought, but more as a writer 
and journalist than as a preacher. Sinee 
the revival of St. Paul’s under Dean 
Church it has once more*become a centre 
not only of noble music, but of strong 
and varied preaching. 


Professor Eddington’s Book 

We hear good reports from America 
concerning the circulation of ‘‘Science 
and Religion’’ by Prof. A. Stanley Edding- 
ton, which was originally given as the an- 
nual Swarthmore lecture to the Society of 
Friends in London last May. The book 
has sold so well in England that the third 
edition, completing 10,000 copies, is being 
rapidly exhausted. It is also being pub- 
lished in German and Danish. 


Jews and Christians 

For some years now there has been an 
annual conference of Jews and Christians, 
at which, as a rule, the common interest in 
social and international problems has been 
the topic of discussion. This year Dr. F, 
W. Norwood, of Dr. Parker’s old Church, 
the City Temple, presided over the gather- 
ing at his Church. Two stimulating papers 
were read by Dr. ©. G. Montefiore, the 
Liberal Jewish scholar, and Prof. F. C. 
Burkitt, of Cambridge, both of whom tem- 
pered criticism with magnanimity, Dr, 
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Montefiore, speaking on ‘‘ Jewish Views of 
Christianity,’’ pointed out that these views 
had changed through the ages. He sum- 
marized broadly the arguments of the mod- 
ern educated Jew in regard to the theologi- 
cal basis of Christianity and suggested that 
Judaism was a much simpler and less sys- 
tematic and precise religion. Modern Jews 
not only did not deny Christianity’s claim 
to be a great religion; they did not deny its 
place and function in the world. Dr. 
Montefiore gently rebuked these Christian 
erities who seemed to hold that Judaism’s 
work was done when it gave birth to 
Christianity and that it was now an ana- 
chronistie survival. More tolerance was 
needed between the two religions, said 
Prof. Burkitt, whose paper on ‘‘ Christian 
Views of Judaism’’ revealed a deep and 
extensive knowledge of the Rabbinical re- 
ligion. The necessary kind of tolerance 
was one born of appreciation and sym- 
pathy. What Christians needed was a 
greater knowledge of the actual aims and 
ideals of religious Jews. 


Color Bar Problem in London 
The Color Bar Problem in England was 
the subject of a conference called officially 
by the Society of Friends on Nov. 28, at 
Friends House, Euston Road, London. 


Previous meetings held at Friends House 
on the question had been given wide press 
publicity in all parts of the world, and 
led to evidence being received by the 
Society of an apparent increase in preju- 
dice and instances of Color Bar. The sue- 
cess of the conference has taken the posi- 
tion a firm step further forward and a 
resolution was unanimously passed asking 
‘*the Society of Friends to take steps to 
form a permanent Joint Council of White 
and Colored People, whose work shall be 
to deal wisely with cases of Color Bar as 
they arise, and to try and remove color 
prejudice in this country by encouraging 
personal contacts, by spreading informa- 
tion, and making known in Great Britain 
the achievements of colored people.’’ Mr. 
James Marley, M.P., blamed the British 
Colonial Office for not protecting the rights 
of British citizens while they were in 
England. Their reports on returning home 
to Africa or the West Indies endangered 
imperial friendship. Dr. de Craft John- 
son, a medical student from the Gold Coast, 
told how the Color Bar affected Africans, 
and Dr. Amriphalingham told how it af- 
fected Indians. Mr. Rushbrooke Williams, 
Foreign Minister of the State of Patiala, 
India, warned the conference of the dan- 
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gerous effects of Color Bar instances in 
Great Britain on opinion in India, and 
urged the importance of friendliness. About. 
250 people attended the conference, rep- 
resenting the missionary societies, London 
Brotherhood Federation, adult schools, Y. 
W. C. A. and other bodies. About 80 were 
members of the colored races from India, 
Africa, Ceylon, West Indies and Burma. 


The Church and Welfare Work 


The care given by missions to modern 
child welfare methods was illustrated by 
an exhibition last week at the headquarters 
of the Church Missionary Society in Lon- 
don. The exhibits displayed ineluded a 
very fine set of simple but effective health 
posters used in China, and also similar pic- 
tures used in Africa. Models of hospitals 
and welfare centres in Palestine, India and 
Africa showed that the witch doctor which 
General Smuts said recently was the real 
ruler of Africa, has some very formidable 
institutions to contend against. The finest 
of the models was one of the new Lady 
Coryndon Maternity Training School at 
Namirembe, Uganda, near to the famous 
Mengo Hospital founded by Dr. Cook, 
Other exhibits showed native medicines 
and charms for children, and so on, 
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THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE 
McCAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST, 
1930 


Subject—‘‘The Place and Power of the 
Church Paper in the Christian Home.’’ 


Length—Not over 3,000 words. 


Time—All essays must be received by Dr. 
Paul S. Leinbach, Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Christian Education, by 
Children’s Day, June 8, 1930. 


Eligible—Any minister or member of the 
Reformed Church in the United States. 


Instructions—(1) Sign essay with an as- 
sumed name, giving correct name and 
address on a separate sheet. 

(2) Use one side of the paper only. 

(3) Manuscripts, as far as_ possible, 
should be typewritten. 

(4) Writers are asked to remember that 
plans or experiences which have actually 
proved fruitful are of more value than 
theories which have not been tried. 


Prizes—First Prize—$100 
Second Prize—$50 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. F. W. Bald from 516 W. Seven Mile 
Road to 5959 Yorkshire Ave., Detroit, 
Mich. 

Rev. Wm. H. Brong from 302 George St., 
to 429 W. Main St., Pen Argyl, Pa. 


THE NEW STATISTICAL REPORTS 
Rev. J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk 

The Executive Committee, at its last 
meeting, Sept. 17-18, 1929, took action 
instructing that henceforth all the Annual 
Statistical Reports of the General Synod 
be prepared and filled out as of Dee. 31. 
The reports for this year will contain the 
new statistics dating from April 30, 1929, 
to Dee. 31, 1929. The reports to be filled 
out in January, 1931, will then cover a full 
civil year and thereafter be in full con- 
formity with the civil year. 

The interest and fidelity of the Classical 
stated clerk in getting the new blanks 
speedily distributed among the local pas- 


tors is heartening. These carefully pre- 
pared parochial statistics promptly return- 
ed to the Classical stated clerks and trabu- 
lated, will enable the stated clerk of 
General Synod to assemble the new sum- 
mary of the entire Reformed Church prior 
to the spring meeting of the Classes. It 
is to be hoped that the slight and unusual 
decreases reported last May will be offset 
by the advances made by our Church dur- 
ing the last seven months of the year 1929. 


The annual congregational meeting was 
held at St. John’s Church, Bethlehem, Pa., 
Rev. Walter D. Mehrling, pastor, Jan. 8. 
Holy Communion was administered Jan. 
12. The 11th anniversary of the congre- 
gation will be held Jan. 24. 40 copies of 
the Almanac and Year Book were taken 
this year. Storm doors at the inner en- 
trance of the Church auditorium have been 
added. The Consistory is as follows: Presi- 
dent, the pastor; elders: Wallace O. Sny- 
der, Elmer E. Shiffert, Harry A. Reichen- 
bach; Clarence H. Trumbore, secretary; 
William N. Yearick, financial secretary; 
John G. Bechtold, treasurer; deacons: 
Clarence M. Root, Thomas F, Fritz, Alaric 
A. Weber. 


In Grace Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., Rev. 
R. S. Beaver, pastor, at the morning serv- 
ice, Dee. 22, special’ Christmas music was 
rendered by the choir. In the evening a 
cantata was given to a large audience. 
Offering for Fort Wayne Orphan’s Home. 
The annual congregational meeting was 
held Friday evening, Jan. 3. Officers were 
elected and important business for the new 
year considered. In keeping with the 
Pentecostal anniversary and the Ministry 
of Jesus, the pastor is preaching a series 
of sermons on the Life and Ministry of 
Jesus. The congregation is at present 
reading the Gospel of Mark—a chapter 
each week. At the midweek service ‘‘The 
Message of Jesus to our Modern Life’? is 
being studied with profit. 


In the Deep Creek Charge, Rev. Herman 
J. Naftzinger, Hegins, Pa., pastor, the 
Christmas season was delightfully and 
profitably. observed with 6 Christmas pro- 


grams by the various Church schools in 
the charge. St. Paul’s congregation sent 
a box of canned fruit to Bethany Orphans’ 
Home. The money offerings of the various 
congregations in the charge, for Bethany, 
were sent during the week of Jan. 13th. 
The pastor and his wife were gladdened 
at Christmas by the members of Frieden’s 
congregation who presented them, respec- 
tively, with a valuable wrist watch and a 
handsome purse of gold. $50 was sent to 
Ministerial Relief and $21 to Catawba 
College by Frieden’s, 

The Every Member Canvass conducted 
at St. Paul’s Church, Fort Washington, 
Pa., Rev. Ralph lL. Holland, pastor, 
under the efficient leadership of Mr. 
Joseph S. Wise, who served as chairman of 
the Canvass Committee, has been very suc- 
cessful. This is the first canvass made in 
St. Paul’s, and it has been gratifying in 
every way. The pastor was taken by sur- 
prise on Christmas Eve, when at the 
Church School service he was presented 
with a purse of gold. The organist, Mr. 
Frank North, was likewise happily sur- 
prised at the early service on Christmas 
morning, when he too was presented with 
a purse of gold in recognition of 25 years 
of faithful service for his ministry of mu- 
sic in St. Paul’s. Offering, Bethany Or- 
phans’ Home, $107.50. The Ladies’ Aid 
Society sent a carton of 250 garments to 
our Winnebago Indian Mission at Neills- 
ville, Wis. 


In Memorial Church, Toledo, O., Rev. 
Perry H. Baumann, pastor, Christmas was 
one of the most successful in years. Spe- 
cial art Communion cards were mailed to 
all members and as a result the services 
were well attended; 11 new members were 
received. The choir’s Christmas carol 
service was exceptionally well rendered. 
A Christmas tree decorated with lights was 
placed in front of the Church. In connec- 
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sketch called ‘‘Unto one of the least of 
these.’? Offerings during the quarter, 
$2,436.28. The pastor and family express 
their appreciation for the fine spirit of co- 
operation shown and the many ways in 
which they were remembered. 

In addition to the contributions sent to 
the ‘‘ Messenger’? office, Miss Agnes Wolfe, 
teacher in the Bowling Green, Ky., Acad- 
emy, has received $25 from Zion’s Church, 
Buffalo, and $12 from a friend in Reading, 
Pa., which brings the total amount of con- 
tributions to $329. 

The mid-winter communion in St. John’s 
Church, Tamaqua, Pa., Rev. J. A. Schaef- 
fer, pastor, was more largely attended than 
any of the same season heretofore. 3 mem- 
bers were added by letter and 2 by re- 
profession, one of the latter coming from 
the Roman Catholic Church. Apportion- 
ment paid in full. Total benevolences for 
7 months, above $4,000. 


The 5th Annual Retreat for Ministers 
and Elders of Tohickon Classis was held 
Jan. 10 in First Church, Quakertown, Pa. 
Rev. G. W. Spotts presided. Holy com- 
munion was celebrated at 9.30 A. M., and 
the following took part in the day’s pro- 
gram: Revs. W. J. Kohler, I. O. Schell, 
W. H. Cogley, M. W. Zendt, T. C. Brown, 
G. B. Hamm, Howard Obold and C. F. 
Freeman. The committee consisted of 
Revs. G. W. Spotts, C. F. Freeman and 
F. H. Hartman. 


Beginning on Jan. 1, the charges of 
West Susquehanna Classis were covered 
by a policy of Group Insurance issued by 
the State Workmen’s Insurance Fund of 
Pennsylvania. The most of the policy, 
which is included in the Apportionment 
for the Classical Contingent, amounts to 
less than one-third the combined sum own- 
ed by the several charges for their indi- 
vidual policies. The Group Policy is in 
the hands of the stated clerk, Rev. H. H. 
Rupp, Lewisburg, Pa., who handled the 
transacation. 


On New Year’s Day, Rev. Wm. H. Brong 
and family moved into the newly purchas- 
ed parsonage at 428 West Main St., Pen 
Argyl, Pa. Rev. Mr. Brong was recently 
married to Miss Florence C. Leidy, of Ham- 
burg, Pa., a teacher in the Perry Township 
High School, Berks Co., who is a first cou- 
sin to the late Clara Leidy Brong and a 
sixth generation descendant of the Re- 
formed missionary, Rev. John. Philip Lei- 
dich. The parsonage was recently pur- 
chased by the Joint Consistory of the 
Plainfield Charge at a cost of $9,000, More 
than half of the purchase price was pro- 
vided for by legacies designated for a 
parsonage. 


The New Year communion was Cele- 
brated in Christ Church, Phila., Pa., on 
Jan. 12. It was one of the largest on 
record during the past 7 years. The pas- 
tor, Rev. Aaron R. Tosh, was assisted by 
the former pastor, Dr. Eugene L. McLean, 
who preached an excellent sermon on ‘‘ The 
Holy Spirit in the Holy Communion.’’ The 
Christmas season decorations of the Church 
lent their festive influence to the service. 
In the Department of Christian Education 
a class of boys was recently promoted from 
the Primary to the Junior Department, and 
a large class of young people in catecheti- 
cal instruction was organized on Saturday 
morning, Jan. 11. 


The mid-winter meeting of the Men’s 
Social Union of Philadelphia and Vicinity, 
will be held Tuesday evening, Jan. 21, at 
8 P. M., in Trinity Church, Broad and 
Venango Sts. Rev. Harold M. Carr, direc- 
tor of the Wesleyan Foundation and pastor 
of Asbury University Church, will deliver 
the address. The instrumental trio, Mr. 
Ray L. Ott, violin; Mr. Michael F. Scherle, 
cello; Mr. Remy A. Muller, piano, will sup- 
ply the music. Entertainment will be fur- 
nished by Mr. Purves Pullen, whistler. Re- 
freshment will be served at the close of 
the meeting which is for men only, and 
free to members of the Social Union and 
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to non-members. 
requested. 

In First Church, Salisbury, N. ©., Rev. 
B. J. Peeler, pastor, following the sug- 
gested program of the local Church, the 
W. M.S., G. M. G. and Mission Band each 
rendered Thank Offering programs during 
the late fall. In each ease the offerings 
totaled more than previous years. ‘The 
Every Member Canvas conducted Dec. 8 
for the biggest budget to date, was taken 
care of as usual. The Apportionment for 
1929 has been paid. Sunday evening, Dee. 
22, the choir rendered an improvised carol 
service, Tuesday evening following a 
Christmas party honoring the children of 
the Children’s Division given by the lead- 
ers of that group proved to be a happy 
occasion, 
evening of Jan. 5, gave the pageant ‘‘The 
Portals of 1930’? to good effect. 

The 1930 Stewardship Essay and Poster 
Contest opens this year on January 7th. 
March 16th is the date by which all Essays 
and Posters must be in the hands of the 
congregational judges. Subjects for the 
Essay and the Poster Contest are: Group 
A (9-11 years, inclusive): ‘‘What I would 
do with a dollar given me on my birth- 
day.’’ Group B (12-14 years, inclusive): 
‘‘Warm-hearted Dr. Grenfell in frozen 
Labrador.’’ Group C. (15-17 years, inclu- 
sive): ‘‘My Stewardship budget.’’ Group 
D (18-21 years, inclusive): ‘‘How I spend 
my time as a Christian steward.’’ Group 
E (Sunday School teachers under 25 
years): ‘‘The Stewardship of Sunday 
School teaching.’’ For further informa- 
tion, address the Stewardship Dept., 316 
Schaff Bldg., Phila., Pa. 

In the Glade, Md., Charge, Rev. F. A. 
Rosenberger, pastor, the scholars of each 
of the two Sunday Schools rendered a sac- 
red Christmas cantata during the Christ- 
mas season before appreciative audiences. 
The Glade Sunday School, Walkersville, 
presented the cantata ‘‘Little Town of 
Bethlehem,’’ and the St. John’s School, 
Woodsboro, presented ‘‘The Light of the 
World.’’ Special offering for Hoffman 
Orphanage, $68. The treasurer of the 
Consistory reports that both congregations 
have paid in full their Apportionment obli- 
gations to Classis. The pastor was remem- 
bered by both Sunday Schools and the 
Ladies’ Guild of the Glade Church, with a 
Christmas purse from each. 


In First Church. Youngwood, Rev. Vic- 
tor A. Ruth, pastor, a simple White Gift 
Christmas service was held Dec. 22 at 5 
P. M. Against a beautiful white and 
silver background, into which blended 
nicely the green of the spruces, was told, 
in song, story and pageantry, the old, but 
ever impressive, Christmas story. Among 
the White Gifts presented were a sum of 
money to the American Mission to the 
Lepers, a package of supplies to the Win- 
nebago Indian School and several baskets 
to the poor of the community. In the 
Harrold’s congregation the usual Christ- 
mas program was rendered by members 
of the Sunday School. The members are 
deserving of especial commendation for 
the great pains taken in providing the 
elaborate and impressive decorations for 
the occasion. Officers for the ensuing year 
have been elected and installed in both 
congregations, and the outlook is bright 
on the beginning of the new year. 


First Church, Charlotte, N. C., Rev. 
Frank §. Bromer, pastor, the Church 
School held a White Gift service Dee. 22. 
The classes brought gifts of money, 
amounting to $61.88, 3 boxes of articles 
for the children at’ Nazareth Orphans’ 
Home, 3 baskets for needy families in the 
community, and many gifts of service. 
The W. M. 8. held their Thank Offering 
service Dec. 8, with an interesting pro- 
gram and pageant. Thank Offering, $52. 
A G. M. G. was newly organized with 18 
members, under the leadership of Mrs. R. 
A. Robinson. Both Dr. J. M. Mullan and 
Dr. W. F. DeLong spent a few days in 


A large attendance is 


A group of young folks, on the. 


First Church this fall, helping to create 
a better mutual understanding of the work 
of the mission in relationship to the Board. 
The Every Member Canvass was held Nov. 
24; this was preceded with a supper on 
Friday evening, attended by 75 per cent 
of the membership. The annual meeting 
of the congregation was held on Friday 
evening, Jan. 10. The congregation lost 
one of its charter members, Mr. R. J. Foil, 
by death. His presence and attitude were 
always an inspiration, 

In Salem-Zion Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. 
A. W. Klingner, pastor, on Christmas Day 
the pastor conducted the bilingual service 
at 6.30, which was largely attended. The 
full choir and the mens’ quartet rendered 
beautiful selections. The Sabbath School 
held its Christmas celebration Dec. 26 at 
7.30, The service was well attended and 
a good program had been prepared. After 
the Primary Department had rendered their 
program, a pageant, in which the Junior 
and Intermediate Department united, 
brought the celebration to a close. On 
Friday evening the Chapel School held its 
celebration, The chapel was filled to over- 
flowing. The program was varied; recita- 
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tions, violin selections, a motion picture 
of the school’taken on Rally Day by Dr. 
J. A. Fischer, the general superintendent, 
and finally a tableau, were included in the 
program. The Ladies’ Aid Society of the 
Church and the Service League of the 
chapel gave expressions to their good 
wishes for the pastor in gifts of money. 
The congregation enters 1930 with the 
feeling of gratitude to God, the giver of 
every good and perfect gift, and with the 
satisfaction that it has been able to pay 
the 7/12ths of the Apportionment in full. 


The Christmas festival was observed at 
Faith Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. D. G. 
Glass, pastor, with special services, Dec. 
22. In the morning, the Adult Department 
under the direction of Supt. Robert Barton, 
rendered a varied program. At 2.30 P. M. 
the children of the Beginners’ and Pri- 
mary Depts. held their service before a 
large congregation. In the evening at 7.30 
the Main School used the service, ‘‘ Beth- 
lehem,’’ and also presented a pageant. 
Santa appeared at both services. Christ- 
mas Eve, midnight, the choir sang selected 
music, the lessons were read and the old 
hymns were sung. A capacity audience 
was present. At this service the choir ap- 
peared for the first time in vestments, a 
gift from a friend of the congregation; 
27 were presented and the gifts came as a 
complete surprise. This service takes the 
place of the early morning service at ‘six 
o’elock, and is very popular. In the eve- 
ning, Dec. 29, the choir sang the cantata, 
‘‘Holy Night,’’? under the direction of 
Mary E. Warfel, organist, with Edna J. 
Mentzer at the piano. Liberal offerings 
for the Orphans’ Home. In the afternoon 
the annual Every Member Visitation was 
conducted. Efforts are now put forth to 
wipe out the indebtedness on the new lot, 
after which building operations will be- 
gin. On Dec. 29, the S. S. officers and 
teachers were installed at the morning 
service. 


A 3 period Church-night program was 
conducted in St. Paul’s Church, Buffalo, 
N. Y., Rev. John M. Peck, pastor, for 10 
weeks previous to the Christmas season. 
Beginning with a luncheon and fellowship 
hour at 6.45, following with a half hour 
devotional period, and closing with a Bible 
study at 8 o’clock. The subject study was 


‘“‘The Beginnings of the Christian 
Church.’’ The discussion was led by the 
pastor. ‘‘Church night’’ will be continued 


in the new year with a 5 week’s school of 
missions beginning Jan. 29. Christmas was 
a joyous season. A program and party by 
the Cradle Roll, Kindergarten and Primary 
Departments were given on Dec. 21. The 
Young People’s Dept. gave a splendid per- 
formance of the Christmas play, ‘‘They 
that Sit in Darkness’? by Dorothy Clarke 
Wilson at the Community Vesper service 
on Sunday evening, Dec. 22, and conducted 
a dawn carol service on Christmas morn- 
ing. The festival sermon on the theme, 
‘‘The Great Joy of Christmas,’’ was 
preached by the pastor at the morning 
service on the 22nd, when an excellent mu- 
sical program was rendered by the choir 
under the direction of Mr. Fred Irwin, 
organist and choir director. 


St. John’s Church, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. 
Edgar F., Hoffmeier, D.D., pastor, almost im- 
mediately following the special services of 
the reopening of the renovated Church and 
dedication of the new organ, held a series 
of fine Christmas services. On Christmas 
morning at 6 o’clock the traditional Har- 
baugh Early Christmas service was held. 
The Christmas decorations with lighted 
candles on the-altar showed with striking 
effect against the Dutch metal mottled with 
sepia of the chancel finish, illuminated with 
a soft flood of light from the arch, On 
Christmas evening 23 young people under 
the direction of the pastor and teachers, 
presented the ‘‘Christmas Pageant of the 
Holy Grail’’ by Dr. Russell Bowie. A well 
filled Church witnessed the impressive 
stor portrayed in pantomime and costume 


as the text of the pageant was read. On 
‘*Second Christmas Day’’ the children of 
the Primary and Beginners’ Schools had 
their Christmas party and exercises and 
refreshments in the 8. 8S. rooms. The 
teachers, under the leadership of Mrs. D. 
A, Frantz and Mrs. G. W. Williams, super- 
intendents, conducted the program; 100 
attended. Pastor, organist, Mr. Paul Wit- 
ter, and the choir were remembered with 
generous gifts. Offering for Bethany, $100. 
The annual congregational meeting and so- 
cial was held for Jan. 15. 


The DuBois, Pa., Charge, Rev. A. J. 
Knoll, pastor, has closed a most successful 
year. St. Peter’s, of DuBois, just recently 
dedicated their new Moller Pipe Organ, the 
gift to this congregation from Mr. Jacob 
Hartzfelt. Both the pastor and people 
feel that they deserve no honor for this 
gift, but that all the praise and gratitude 
should go to their good friend, Mr. Hartz- 
felt. The donor is one especially inter- 
ested in the Church and civic life of 
DuBois and he is widely known for his 
charitable nature, This is not the first 
gift from Mr. Hartzfelt to this congrega- 
tion, for it is only a short while since he 
gave to the St. Luke’s congregation of 
this charge $1,000 to be used in the up- 
keep of the Church burying grounds. The 
dedicatory services were held at the morn- 
ing service. The pastor preached on the 
text ‘‘Your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams,’’ 
Joel 2:28. -The evening service took the 
form of a musical vesper service with Prof. 
Dunn, the blind organist of DuBois, at the 
console of the organ. During the past year 
the parsonage has been repaired and the 
exterior painted. The pastor writes: ‘‘We 
are also contemplating changing the light- 
ing system in the Church. We are justly 
proud of all these things because in look- 
ing after the Church of God at home we 
have not forgotten the Church-at-large, 
for we have paid our Apportionment in 
full. The average attendance at the morn- 
ing services for the year has been a little 
over 70 per cent and for the evening serv- 
ice about 45 per cent. We are thankful 
for all the blessings of the past year and 
we realize that to be blessed in the coming 
year we must set new goals for ourself. 
During the next year we want to try to 
pay off something on our Ministerial Re- 
lief quota, we want to increase our attend- 
ance, we want to place more copies of the 
‘Messenger’ in our charge, and we want to 
‘Corow in grace and favor with God and 
man,’? 


Christ Church, Norristown, Pa., Rev. C. 
T. Glessner, pastor, broke ground for a 
new $150,000 Church and 8. S. building on 
Jan. 5, in connection with the celebration 
of the 40th anniversary of the Sunday 
School, The new building is to have a 
capacity of 600 for the Church and 800 for 
the Sunday School. Rev. Mr. Glessner 
turned the first spade full of earth for the 
new building. 18 charter members of the 
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Statistics show that 5 per cent of all 
Church members do not exist, 10 per cent 
of them eannot be found, 25 per cent never 
go to Church, 50 per cent never contribute 
a cent to the Kingdom of God, 75 per cent 
never go to a mid-week religious service, 
90 per eent have no religious expression 
in their homes, and 95 per cent never make 
any effort to win a new recruit for Christ 
and the Church. These figures give us 
pause! <A pertinent question that every 
Church member ean well ask himself is, 
“‘Am I doing all I can to remedy this de- 
plorable condition?’’ How about YOU?— 
‘*The Herald’’ of Heidelberg Church, 
York, Pa. 
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Church and Sunday School, officers and 
members of the Church took part in the 
exercises. Charter members of the Church 
taking part included: Harvey Brandt, Mr. 
and Mrs, O. B. Frey, H. Wilson Detwiler, 
Miss Amanda Kulp, Mrs. John Wagner, 
Mrs. Hattie Reiff, Mrs. Mary Umstead, 
Mrs. James Potter, Mrs. Mary Wismer, 
Mrs. Emma Barndt, Mrs. Myra Long, 
Frank Slanker and Charles Wisner. Char- 
ter members of the Sunday School were: 
Mrs. Charles Wisner, Mrs. Erwin Wetzel, 
Miss H. Anna Rittenhouse and Milton 
Frey. The Sunday School was founded 
Jan. 5, 1890, just 40 years ago, with 41 
members. The Church was organized July 
14, 1896, with 33 charter members. Frank 
H. Schwenk, who passed to his eternal rest 
during the past year, was S. S. superin- 
tendent during the first 31 years of its ex- 
istence. Philip Wisler is the present su- 
perintendent, At the S. 8. service, Wil- 
liam Musselman and Jacob G. Royer, of 
Harrisburg, were present and each ex- 
tended their greetings to the school. Rey. 
S. R. Breidenbaugh, pastor of the Church 
of the Ascension, Norristown, at the time 
the school was founded, and Rey. John M. 
Peck, former pastor of the Church, sent 
their greetings. Rev. Benoni Bates, only 
other pastor of the Church, served it from 
1896 until his death in 1917. The evening 
Church worship was featured by a history 
of the Church and school written and read 
by Paul Wisler. 

The following is from ‘‘The Christian 
Intelligencer,’’ the organ of the Reformed 
Church in America: ‘‘Rev. Albertus T. 
Broek, D.D., who has been pastor of the 
Mount Vernon, N. Y., Church since 1922, 
has resigned his charge in order to accept 
a call to a congregation of our sister 
Church, the Calvary Reformed Church, of 
Reading, Pa. This is one of the strong 
Churches of that portion of Pennsylvania 
in which the Reformed Chureh in the 
United States is the dominating force in 
religious matters. It has a large member- 
ship, a very efficient Sunday School, and 
in every respect is a ‘going’ power in its 
community. Dr. Broek has had 3 pastor- 
ates in his 26 years of service in the min- 
istry of the Reformed Church in America. 
His first charge, to which he was called on 
his graduation from New Brunswick Semi- 
nary in 1903, was at Newburgh, where he 
remained until 1908, In this year he was 
called to the Clinton Avenue Church in 
Newark, N. J., remaining there until 1922, 
when he went to the Mount Vernon Church, 
succeeding Rev. Charles H. Tyndall, D.D. 
For 21 years he has been a member of our 
Board of Education, and for the past 9 
years he has been its president. He has 
been a member of the Progress Council 
since its beginning, and has been its vice- 
chairman for some years. He is also one 
of the representatives of the Church on the 
Federal Council of Churches. While his 
many friends throughout the Church will 
rejoice in a deserved preferment they will 
also regret the removal from denomina- 
tional fellowship of one who is so thor- 
oughly a ‘son of the Church,’ born in it, 
educated in it, and serving it so well for 
all his ministerial life so far.’’ 

In Greenville, O., Rev. Edgar V. Loucks, 
pastor, the Consistory had full charge of a 
Sunday evening service during the absence 
of the pastor. Every member had a part 
in the service. The vice-president presided, 
and the secretary, an attorney, made the 
address. These persons are ready to be 
used again, and they will be used. A 
Christmas program during the Church 
School hour was followed by a largely at- 
tended preaching service. The Junior 
congregation is continuing its enthusiastic 
attendance. The pastor preaches to this 
group every other Sunday morning, alter- 
nating with the Mission Band. The theme 
for the Junior congregation was ‘‘Song- 
surprised Shepherds’’; for the entire con- 
gregation, ‘‘Jesus, Virgin Born.’’ 
service was effectively closed with an echo 
solo and chorus. At 7 P, M. the service 
was of wide variety, having male qua 
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tette, anthem with violin obligato, an orig- 
inal poem by a girl of 9 years, a stere- 
opticon sermon, with new views, in two 
scenes — the annunciation to Elizabeth 
and to Mary, the birth of John the Bap- 
tist, the birth of Jesus. While Bethlehem 
was upon the screen, ‘‘How Far to Beth- 
lehem?’’ was impressively rendered by the 
teacher of the Primary Department. Of- 
ferings for Ft. Wayne Orphans’? Home. The 
sale of Almanac and Year Book was con- 
siderably larger than last year. The eve- 
ning service, Dec. 29, witnessed a pageant, 
largely original by the pastor, entitled 
‘Pilgrims All.’’? It strikingly presented 
the passing of the seasons which were rep- 
resented in pantomime. The spirit of the 
seasons were musically interpreted. The 
minister’s mesage was followed with two 
pictures of Jesus on the screen. While 
contemplating these, choir and soloist sang, 
‘‘Beautiful Savior’? and ‘‘The Name of 
Jesus.’? The closing minutes were spent 
in a circle of light and love. The Church 
was filled. 

St. Paul’s Church, Summit Hill, Pa., 
Rey. E. W. Kohler, pastor, observed the 
Christmas season with inspiring services. 
On Sunday morning, Dec. 22, a service was 
held for the Junior congregation, at which 
time the Junior choir had charge of the 
singing. An address was given to the 
children by Mrs. E. W. Kohler. At the 
evening service the pastor spoke on ‘‘ How 
Shall We Make Christmas Truly Chris- 
tian??? <A special program of music was 
rendered by the Adult choir under the very 
capable leadership of Prof. W. F. Rose. 
On Christmas Eye the annual cantata, 
entitled ‘‘Santa at Station J-O-Y’’ was 
acceptably rendered by 75 children and 
young people. Liberal offering, besides a 
large box of gifts, for Bethany Orphans’ 
Home. The cantata was repeated Dee. 27. 
An early dawn service at 6 A. M. on 
Christmas morning was held. Offering, over 
$200. This has become one of the out- 
standing services in St. Paul’s for many 
years. The annual congregational meet- 
ing was held on New Year’s morning. The 
reports show substantial balances in the 
treasuries. Almost $9,000 was contributed 
during the past year for current expenses, 
benevolence and building fund. Recently 
$1,000 was applied to the Church debt, re- 
ducing it to $6,500. Watch night service 
was held New Year’s Eve. Holy Commu- 
nion was celebrated Jan. 12. The teachers 
of the Church School will this year study 
‘“‘The Training of Children in Religion’’ 
by Hodges at their regular monthly meet- 
ings. The adults are taking an increasing 
interest in the work of the Church School. 
A strong Adult Bible Class is a valuable 
asset to the Church School. Supt. Anthony 
Storch has been a faithful superintendent 
of the Church School for 35 years, during 
which time the school has gradually grown 
and developed into a modern school with 
excellent equipment, trained teachers and 
modern courses of study for all classes. 
The school is departmental throughout. 
The assistant superintendents are Roy H. 
Remaley and Jay Frantz. 

The ©. E. Society of Trinity Church, 
Manchester, Md., Rev. John S. Hollen- 
bach, pastor, has been sponsoring a series 
of Special Sunday Evening Musical Pro- 
grams once a month by visiting organiza- 
tions. The society’s portion of the pro- 
ceeds, when sufficient, will be used for the 
purchase of a bulletin board for the 
Church. The programs so far were as 
follows: Oct. 20, by the Male Chorus of 
Jefferson, Pa., under the direction of H. E. 
Rebert, organist and choirmaster of 
Christ Church, Rev. Paul D. Yoder, pastor. 
Mr. Yoder, a member of the chorus, spoke 
on the need of Christian teaching and 
practice today. Nov. 24 the mixed choir 
of Christ Chureh, Middletown, M4., Rev. 
John S. Adam, pastor, under the direction 
of the Hon. Emory L. Coblentz, rendered 
an excellent program. Addresses were 
made by Mr. Coblentz, Mr. Adam, and the 
Rev. Felix B. Peck, Silver Run. Dec, 15 


a fine program was rendered by the mixed 
chorus ofthe Church of the Brethren, 
Black Rock, Pa. These folks sang all 
their selections without instrument. Jan. 
12 the choir of St. David’s (Sherman’s) 
Union Church, near Hanover, Pa., Rev. E. 
M. Sando, Reformed pastor, presented the 
cantata, ‘‘His Natal Day.’’ The Thank 
Offering service of G. M. G. was held Dee. 
1. Last summer the outside woodwork 
of the parsonage was painted, which gives 
an improved appearance. An electric mo- 
tor has just been installed for the organ 
in Trinity Church. Special programs were 
held by the Sunday Schools of the 3 con- 
gregations, In each case pageants formed 
a part. Offerings for Hoffman Orphanage 
as follows: Trinity, $60; Lazarus, $38; St. 
Mark’s, $3. Of this, $10 was given by the 
Primary Room of Trinity 8. S. Lazarus 
Primary Room gave $3.60 some time ago. 
Total for charge, $104.60. Trinity Pri- 
mary Room $5 for N. HE. R. The C. E. 
Society of Trinity presented Pastor Hol- 
lenbach and family with a beautiful floor 
lamp. The St. Mark’s Union 8. 8. pre- 
sented Pastor Scott and Pastor Hollenbach 
with sums of money. On Jan. 5 Dr. Hol- 
lenbach exercised a long desired privilege 
during the worship in Lazarus Church, 
Lineboro, Md., when he was enabled to 
present a paid-up-in-full certificate from 
the Board of Ministerial Relief to the 
congregation, The final payment on the 
quota was in the hands of the Board Dec. 
thirty-first. 


In the Evangelical Church, Frederick, 
Md., Rev. Henri L. G. Kieffer, D.D., pastor, 
the celebration of Christmas began with 
a Christmas carol service, held Friday eve- 
ning, Dec. 20; made the more beautiful 
and impressive this year by the presence 
for the first time of the surpliced boys’ 
choir, organized early in the fall by Mrs. 
Maud W. Dittmar, the musical director, 
and trained by her. The White Gifts serv- 
ice was held Dec. 22. This is a candle- 
light service and in its are all the wonder 
and gladness of Christmas. The chancel 
is all in white, the marble furniture lend- 
ing itself beautifully to the spirit of the 
service. In the center is a white cross, 
lighted, at the foot of which all the birth- 
day gifts for Jesus are laid. The service 
was in charge of Supt. A. LeRoy Mc- 
Cardell. Offering, $1,226; of which $1,061 
was for the orphans. In addition, the 
children of the elementary grades laid at 
the foot of the cross white packages con- 
taining gifts of groceries, clothing, toys, 
etc., which were sent to the Hoffman 
Orphanage. Other White Gifts were made 
which were not brought to the Church. 
One person sent a package of candy to each 
child in the Hoffman Orphanage as her 
White Gift and another a large box of 
eandy for all the children. The Beginners 
sent a box of jellies and preserves. Classes 
in the Intermediate and Senior Depart- 
ments sent baskets of provisions to fam- 
ilies of the congregation. Ever since the 
institution of this service, the chairman of 
the committee of arrangements has been 
Mr. L. Elmer Keefer, who each year gives 
largely of his time, weeks in advance of 
Christmas, to the preparation for this com- 
memoration of the Saviour’s birth. His 
service is in itself a beautiful White Gift. 
He is ably assisted by the musical direc- 
tor, Mrs. Maud W. Dittmar, the sexton, 
Mr. Roy H. Ramsburg, and by a devoted 
group of men and women. The Christmas 
dawn service, at 6 A. M., was preceded 
by the singing of carols in the streets by 
a group of the young people. Offering for 
the orphans, $70, making the total gift to 
the orphans, $1,131. On the evening of 
Dee. 26, there was held a Christmas party 
for the children of the elementary grades. 
A program was rendered by the children 
and presents presented to them. Special 
gifts, made during the year by the Ladies’ 
Bible Class, were presented to the children 
of the Cradle Roll. The commemoration 
of the season was concluded on the evening 
of Dee. 29 by the rendition of excerpts of 
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Handel’s ‘‘Messiah,’’ by an augmented 
choir, 


St. Vincent Church, Rev. J. G. Kersch- 
ner, pastor, the last 6 months of 1929 were 
busy ones in this congregation even though 
no notice of any activities appeared in the 
““Messenger.’’ All the organizations were 
more active than usual. The §. S. held the 
largest picnic in the present pastorate in 
August. The Mite Society held a very 
successful chicken and waffle supper in 
October. The Church edifice has been 
thoroughly renovated both inside and out- 
side. The woodwork on the outside re- 
ceived the necessary coats of paint to pre- 
serve it. The Primary Room was re-car- 
peted by the 8. S. The Mite Society paid 
for the resetting of the beautiful stained 
glass windows. This organization, to- 
gether with the S. 8S. Missionary and 
Emergency Society paid for the installa- 
tion of electric lights, and for the beauti- 
ful fixtures. Two communion services have 
been held since the last report. On Oct. 6, 
which was Home Coming Day, the family 
of the late William H. Kulp presented the 
congregation with a beautiful solid walnut 
communion table in his memory. In the 
afternoon a large assembly, which more 
than filled the auditorium, gathered, and 
2 former pastors, Rev. Mr. Dumstrey and 
Rey. Carl Petri, brought messages. Mr. 
Josiah Halterman spoke of former days at 
St. Vincent. A telegram of good wishes 
from a third former pastor, Dr. H. H. 
Long, was read. In the evening a pageant, 
entitled ‘‘The Light of the World,’’ was 
given under the auspices of the Mission- 
ary Society. At this service the newly 
installed electric lights were dedicated. 
Mr. Charles Rambo and Mr. George Hall- 
man were chairman and secretary of the 
canvassers for the Berger Memorial Home, 
the quota being $500. The congregation 
went ‘‘over the top.’’ The minister’s 
salary has been increased $100. 7/12ths 
of the Apportionment were paid in Decem- 
ber. The 8S. S. Christmas entertainment 
was held Dee. 22. At this service the pas- 
tor, organist, S. S. supt., and a number 
of other faithful workers were remembered 
with gifts. The choir rendered the sac- 
red cantata. ‘‘His Natal Day,’’ in the eve- 
ning of Dec. 22. Offerings for Bethany 
Orphans’ Home. The annual meeting of 
the congregation was held on the evening 
of Jan. 6. The congregation must again 
record the loss of two faithful members, 
Mrs. Sophia Emrey and Mrs, Christine 
Ash. Mrs. Ash passed away in the Jeffer- 
son Hospital on Dec. 22. When Miss Carrie 
M. Kerschner called upon her at the hos- 
pital she was reading the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
saying, as attention was called to the fact 
of the paper lying on the bed, ‘‘Oh, yes; 
IT could never get along without my ‘Mes- 
senger’.’’?’ She was active in all the or- 
ganizations of the Church. The Mite So- 
ciety passed suitable resolutions upon her 
death. She was buried on Dec. 26; her 
pastor, assisted by the Rev. Carl Petri, a 
former minister, officiating. 


OUR SPIRITUAL UNITY 


By William C. Allen 


The late Bishop Brent—that choice 
world-Christian—in a sermon at Canter- 
bury Cathedral, not long before his death, 
said that the Churches of Canada had con- 
summated their union through the action 
of the people rather than through the 
theologians. He added: ‘‘ First, recogniz- 
ing that there is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, we can cultivate that inner spirit 
which will recognize every Christian of 
whatever name as a brother beloved in the 
Lord.’’ ‘‘If we judge the tree by its 
fruits, the same saintliness grows on the 
different branches of the Church uni- 
versal.’’ 

At a conference of the United Metho- 
dist Church, in 1928, Sir Walter Essex 
said: ‘‘Let us get rid of that blasting and 
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withering idea of regimenting people and 
holding them down to hard and fast doc- 
trines, politics, notions, ceremonies and 
priests. I feel sure you are wasting your 
time when you pray for uniformity. It is 
unity you want.’’ 

At an annual meeting of the Men’s So- 
ciety of the Church of England, for all 
Australia, which I addréssed a few years 
ago, a young man, with much feeling, de- 
clared: ‘‘It is the first job of the Church 
to love the world!’’ But does the Chureh 
universal love itself? 


As long as Protestants kill Protestants, 
Romanists kill Romanists, Jews kill Jews 
at the behest of governments, stimulated 
by rotten armament and political propa- 
ganda and unreasoning hatreds, just so 
long as we prepare for a coming holocaust 
it seems almost absurd to speak of Church 
concord. Meanwhile we talk of Church 
unity in terms that, to the ordinary mind, 
often mean uniformity. Can we reach our 
ideal before we ourselves have been 
changed by the Spirit of God, and have 
permitted ourselves to be transformed and 
humbled thereby? Are we willing to make 
the sacrifice? 

It is evident that intellectualism, creeds, 
rituals, or the zealous exercise of our own 
human faculties of themselves will not be 
able to create Christian unity. Govern- 
ments, Churches, peoples fail to understand 
each other. Efforts of chambers of com- 
merce, diplomacy, exposition or theories or 
even a profound recognition of the need of 
an ‘‘international mind’’—an interna- 
tional heart is much more important—are 
not of themselves sufficient to command 
the will of Jesus—the spirit of peace. Do 
we need some overpowering force, some- 
thing away, above, beyond all human con- 
ception of diverse religions, theologians, 
creeds or speech? Is there one sacred spot 
where a definite solution of this problem 
may be found? Is there one holy place 
where we can make our final appeal? 


Much contact with peoples over the 
world has convinced me that there is a 
sense or spirit in men which inherently 
detects the difference between good and 
evil. George Fox, the eminent Quaker, 
spoke of it as, ‘‘Something of God in 
every man.’’? This today recognized in- 
born principle—we call it the Holy Spirit 
of God—is not conscience, because con- 
science may become perverted or make 
mistakes. This divine Spirit—in the im- 
pressions He makes upon the minds and 
hearts of men—must and does, as to His 
teachings, correspond with the instruc- 
tions and intent of the New Testament. 
This inward teacher is consistent—He can- 
not lead us into different moral judgments 
—because the origin of correct moral judg- 
ments is perfect and divine. He reveals to 
us—often to the non-Christians also—the 
essence of purity and goodwill. In many 
lands I have personally met with indi- 
viduals of varied races and religions who 
have borne witness to these facts. While 
some may question this reality, ignore it, 
abuse it, God cannot be denied His ulti- 
mate rights. When we welcome the divine 
Spirit into our affections He creates with- 
in us the essence of kindly feeling and 
sympathy for others, our racial or reli- 
gious prejudices, our devastating fears are 
carried away on the wings of the wind. 


Those who have a vision of world unity 
must call attention to the supreme impor- 
tance of obedience to this divine law, 
written in the heart. This spiritual con- 
ception of the religion of Jesus is the one 
upon which we can all unite. When men 
and women yield to this subtle and quiet- 
ing influenée they, in mind and affection, 
are led into one sacred place—they almost 
automatically become brethren and sisters 
in Christ. The universal prayer ascending 
from the lips of millions of believers, once 
a week, ‘‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done,’’ will from our hearts become vibrant 
with adoration, life and love. The diffi- 
cult soil of denominational, creedal, racial 
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partialities will be ploughed up, the peti- 
tions for showers of blessing will be an- 
swered with the benediction of inward and 
external peace. Why? Because Love is 
the flower of our faith—the perfume of it 
is wafted over continents and seas! 

Are we not all the children of one 
Father? Has not the one God created us? 
When Savonarola was told by one of his 
accusers, ‘‘T cut you off from the Church 
militant and trimphant,’’ the great re- 
former replied, ‘‘From the Church mili- 
tant, yes, but from the Church Triumphant, 
no! That is not in thy power.’’ Do we 
remember that in our Father’s house are 
many rooms, and very various are the roads 
leading toward the heavenly country? Let 
our hearts be full of sympathy for those 
who, like ourselves, walk—or perchance 
stumble —on their way to the beautiful 
places. Let us in this life call across to 
each other, ‘‘Be of good cheer, brother; 
all paths to the celestial city converge at 
one glorious center; we shall fraternize 
within the sacred portals—as one we shall 
surround the throne of God!’’ 


Olin Hotel, Denver, Colo. 


‘“‘ON TO HARRISBURG’’ 


The first convention of Pennsylvania 
pastors will be held at Harrisburg, January 
27-28, under the direction of the State 
Council of Churches. This is an effort to 
marshal the forces of Protestantism in the 
State of Pennsylvania by bringing together 
its ministry through properly chosen repre- 
sentatives. A program of exceptional in- 
terest presents a thorough list of projects 
which the Church of the state may well 
consider and co-operatively undertake. All 
pastors will be welcome and every Re- 
formed pastor should plan to attend some 
of the sessions. However, the properly 
constituted delegates representing the ec- 
celsiastical organizations of the state — 
such as Classes, Conferences and Presby- 
teries, will have proportionate representa- 
tion; the delegates of which will have the 
right to the floor and the right to vote. 

The Reformed Church has always wel- 
comed union efforts for Kingdom promo- 
tion ‘and extension and should therefore 
be represented by a full delegation of 
properly appointed ministers from the sev- 
eral Classes embracing the four Synods 
which cover the State of Pennsylvania. We 
have something to contribute to the coun- 
sel and the activity of such a gathering. 
Moreover, our presence is necessary to give 
strength to this co-operative effort and help 
to make it truly representative of all the 
Christian Churches of this great Common- 
wealth. Every seat in this convention to 
which we are entitled should be filled from 
the opening to the closing session by a 
delegate. : 

We have something to get from this 
great gathering. Every minister in at- 
tendance will have his vision clarified, 
new inspiration, new courage and strength 
will be given for the tasks just ahead. 
Every section of our Zion within our state 
will receive the same challenge to the 
services together with their fellow-Chris- 
tians of other divisions of the Lord’s 
Army. The united front thus presented by 
the Christian forces of the state, should in 
itself be a guarantee of success for any 
program which may be agreed upon with 
anything like unanimity. 

Such a convention will in itself by the 
solidifying of the Christian leadership, 
serve as a warning to the forces of evil 
within our borders that no positions now 
held will be given up, that the loss of 
ground will be regained wherever possible 
to do so by united effort. 

Presidents of Qlasses should see that 
their Classis is represented by a full dele- 
gation. : 

Delegates should go early and remain to 
the close of the convention. 

Pastors, you may well make the invest- 
ment of time and money by going to this 
convention. You can help to make it the 
most significant and effective gathering of 
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the Christian forces of this state which 
each succeeding year will grow in influ- 
ence and hasten the coming of the King- 
dom of God in our midst. The influ- 
ence as the State Pastors’ Convention of 
Ohio has grown each year until it is to- 
day, perhaps, the most significant thing in 
any state of the union. The same influ- 
ence can be exerted in Pennsylvania, 
Everybody knows how great the need is 
in order not only to hold what we have 
but to gain new positions; help in Chris- 
tianizing the social order and effectively 
representing the spirit and mind of Christ 
in a day and an age of rapidly changing 
conditions, 
—J. M. S. Isenberg. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 

Another Christmas season has passed at 
Bethany and to our many kind friends who 
have helped us to make the Christmas-tide 
a joyous one we say: ‘‘thank you!’’? Joy- 
ous, may we say? Yes, we tried to our 
best ability to make it as happy as we 
possibly could. We followed Mr. Kehm’s 
request that his illness should not inter- 
rupt our Bethany family in their regular 
Christmas program. Our usual observances 
were held on Christmas morning at five 
o’clock, our older girls and boys went to 
all the cottages and sang Christmas carols, 
At 6 o’clock an early dawn service was 
held in the chapel. In the afternoon at 
2 o’clock a short song service was held in 
the Church and in the evening we had an- 
other short service, singing Christmas 
carols. During the week the story of the 
‘*Other Wise Men’’ was read to the chil- 
dren by some of the older girls and ‘‘We 
Three Kings of Orient Are’? was nicely 
dramatized by 3 of our older boys. We 
had our Christmas trees in all the cottages 
and an illuminated tree on the front lawn. 
Santa Claus visited us the day before 
Christmas through the generosity of our 
kind friend, Mr. Favinger, of Annyille, 
and brought gifts, candy and oranges for 
every one at Bethany. Every child on the 
place was well remembered and they all 
seemed happy, due to the generosity of our 
kind Christian friends. But while the chil- 
dren and some of the older folks apparent- 
ly seemed happy, some hearts were filled 
with sorrow because for the first time their 
family ties were broken and they were 
experiencing a Christmas season without 
a kind and loving father. This is the first 
experience for Bethany to lose their super- 
intendent while in active service, but we 
must believe as we are taught to put our 
trust in ‘‘Him who doth all things well.’’ 

To the societies and Sunday School 
classes and Churches, we wish to extend 
our heartiest thanks for the Christmas joy 
you so graciously sent us. 

—Mrs. C. H. Kehm. 


HOOD HAPPENINGS 


‘‘One of the finest religious services of 
the year, a service of the first magnitude 
and looked forward to by the people of 
Ferederick, is the Christmas Vesper at 
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Hood College.’’? This is but a fair tribute 
from our friends in Frederick and marks 
their verdict concerning what is generally 
regarded as the culmination of our pre- 
Christmas services and activities. In re- 
sponse to the urgent demand for seats the 
service for the past several years has been 
given twice and on each occasion Brod- 
beck Hall is filled to its capacity. For 
three years in succession the message was 
brought by the late Bishop John Gardiner 
Murray, of the Episcopal Church; later by 
our Dr. Leinbach; and for the present 
year by Dr. Henri L. G. Kieffer to the 
community in the afternoon, and by Presi- 
dent Apple to the students in the evening. 
The deep impression made by the darkened 
halls, lit only by candles throughout the 
room, the beautiful music, with the stately 
processional and recessional, and the cheery 
carols from all nations, together with the 
simple Christmas story told through the 
responsive prophecies and the Scripture 
reading, cannot be conveyed by words. 

Other events of the ‘‘little Christmas’’ 
at Hood were the seasonable play, ‘‘The 
Rock,’’ given by the Marionettes, the 
bazaar conducted by the Y. W. C. A., the 
communion of the early morning of the 
day before the home-going, the Christ- 
mas tea of the evening of the same day, 
and, most enjoyed by many, the singing 
of the Christmas carols on the morning 
of the home-going day. 

The Christmas luncheons of the various 
Hood College Clubs have become almost 
‘‘too numerous to mention.’’? Various 
members of the faculty and officers, to- 
gether with President and Mrs. Apple and 
members of their family, attended these 
occasions throughout almost the whole of 
the Hood field. Owing to the temporary 
indisposition on the part of both President 
and Mrs. Apple, they were only able to 
attend the last luncheon, the one at Phila- 
delphia. This was in point of attendance 
the largest and was highly enjoyed by all 
present. The outstanding event in this 
series was the organization of a new club 
at Washington, D. C., attended by two of 
the President’s daughters. This club bids 
fair to rival many of the older clubs in 
point of interest and enthusiasm. 

In reply to the hundreds upon hundreds 
of Christmas greetings received, the presi- 
dent and his family were required this year 
to broadcast their hearty appreciation and 
‘reciprocal wishes through college periodi- 
cals and in this way. In addition to indi- 
vidual greetings from students, faculty, 
and friends, several of the recent outgoing 
classes sent in formal greetings, and the 
entire student body joined in the presenta- 
tion of a beautiful plant. 

The reopening on the morning of Jan. 7 
seemed to record ‘‘all present or accounted 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D- 
WATCH YOUR STEP 


Text: Psalm 44:18, ‘‘Neither have our 
steps declined from Thy way.’’ 

The Bible has a great deal to say about 
our steps. You have begun to walk in the 
New Year, and you must be careful to 
watch your step so that you will continue 
to walk in the right way. How fortunate 
you and I will be if at the end of the 
year we can say with the psalmist: 
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COKESBURY 
New GOOD BOOKS 


Joseph Fort Newton’s 
THE NEW PREACHING 


A great book that concerns itself with vital 
preaching to 20th century congregations... 
“In beauty of expression, fascination of style, 
and apt use of words,” there are pertinent 
analyses of the preacher, the sermon, “the 
new strategy,’ and the new congregation . . . 
Epochal hours in the lives of great preachers 
are vividly set forth, and choice quotations 
are made from masters of the pupil. $2.00 


Paul Hutchinson’s 
MEN WHO MADE 
THE CHURCHES 


Luther * Cromwell * Fox * Knox * 

Bunyan * Wesley * Wyclif * Campbell 
Mr. Hutchinson succinctly sets forth the 
distinctive contributions of these men to the 
religious life of the world. They may be 
truly called, under God, ‘Men who made the 
Churches.” $1.50 


Pentecost Series: 
SERMONS OF POWER 


By Wm. E. Barton, Bishop Gailor, M. Ashby 
Jones, Bishop Mouzon, Merton 8S. Rice, Wm, 
Edward Snyder, Samuel P. Spreng, Ross 
Stover, and James I. Vance. 


A variety of penetrating sermons, particu- 
larly appropriate for publications and use dur- 
ing the 19th centennial anniversary of Pente- 
cost. The contributors have written out of 
the fullness of heart and mind. $1.50 
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James Moffatt’s 
THE DAY BEFORE 
YESTERDAY 


_— 19th Century—its philosophy, science, re- 
ligion, and Church life. It is a keen study 
of our spiritual heritage, and of the currents 
that have helped to carry us where we, and 
the movements that have made us, what we 
are. (The Fondren Lectures.) $2.00 


William L. Stidger’s 
PREACHING OUT OF 
THE OVERFLOW 


Dr. Gaius Glenn Atkins says, “ ‘Preaching 
Out of the Overflow’ is vital, practical, and 
wonderfully suggestive . Stidger has a 
wonderful genius for illustration hardly 
equaled in the American pulpit and the widest 
range of human interest. Any preacher will 
find in this book a stimulus and suggestions 
to put a new quality in his own preaching 
which will be sure to tell strongly and in the 
right direction.” $2.25 


William H. Leach’s 
CHURCH PUBLICITY 


Church publicity in its broadest sense — 
Church printing, Church advertising, and 
Church publicity —comprehensively outlined, 
intelligently discussed, and freely illustrated. 
Immediately useful to pastor and Church of- 
ficials. $2.25 
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Teachers: -USE THE LESSON ROUND TABLE—1930-—Price, $1.25 


for.’’ In fact, the ‘‘accounted for’s’’ 
were comparatively few. A New Year 
chapel service by the president seemed to 
satisfy every one that we were back for 
real work, with a real opportunity, and 
even examinations in the distance could not 
chill our enthusiasm or dim our courage. 


Among the events of interest immediate- 
ly following the reopening was the deeply 
impressive address by Dr. Charles E. 
Barker, formerly physician to President 
Taft, on the morning of January 8, on the 
subject, ‘‘How to Make the Most of 
Life.’’? Dr. Barker came under the au- 
spices of Rotary International and we 
were glad to share him with other institu- 
tions and the local club. 


The four events of the Allied Arts Ex- 
tension Course will begin with ‘‘ What 
Every Woman Knows’’ on Jan. 16, fol- 
lowed by ‘‘Where Art Begins,’’ a lecture 
by Ralph M. Pearson, on Jan, 24. Two 
other events will follow later. Hood is 
joining the local Civic Club in sponsoring 
this series. 
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Of the events of the future, of greatest 
interest to Hood are the Founder’s Day 
exercises, including the dinner and social 
hour of Jan, 17, and the formal occasion 
of Saturday morning, Jan. 18, when the 
address will be given by Dr. William M. 
Davidson, City Superintendent of Pitts- 
burgh. On this occasion both the Board of 
Directors and the Alumnae Council will 
hold meetings. 

The new dormitory is advancing rapidly 
during this delightful weather, but, as one 
remarks when viewing it after a few day’s 
interval, ‘‘that’s another story.’’ 

—J. H. A. 
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‘<Our heart is not turned back, 
Neither have our steps declined from 
Thy way.’’ 

At some of the subway stations in New 
York City there is a man whose business 
it is to say to the passengers, ‘‘ Watch 
your step.’? <A misstep might mean a 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


When some ministers secure calls 
to pastorates, it is all over but the 
shouting. 


serious accident, and even death, therefore 
this caution is very important and the 
man receives a good salary for attending 
to this simple duty. 


More persons than you think are engag- 
ed in the same kind of work. Parents, 
teachers, Sunday School teachers, minis- 
ters, and others are saying to the children, 
and even to adults, ‘‘Watch your step.’’ 


If you listen to your parents you will 
avoid many a misstep in life and will save 
yourself unnecessary trouble. Your par- 
ents have learned many lessons from ex- 
perience and they can save you from the 
same mistakes and sufferings if you watch 
your step. 
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The owners of the subways not only tell 
people to watch their steps, but by means 
of signs and cautions they also save them 
much annoyance and trouble. For instance, 
there are many signs above stairways 
which say, ‘‘DO NOT ENTER HERE.,’’ 
Some of the stairways are used only as 
exits and if they were not marked, or 
persons did not heed their signals, they 
would soon find themselves at a turnstile 
that opens only outwards and would have 
to retrace their steps and seek another 
stairway which would lead them into the 
subway. 

Parents who have profited by the mis- 
takes of their childhood and youth know 
where to place the signs ‘‘DO NOT EN- 
TER HERE”’ and ‘‘ENTER HERE,’’ and 
if the children heed these signs they will 
avoid much unnecessary misery and make 
much greater progress than their parents 
did. 

When the end of King David’s life drew 
near, and he knew that he would soon have 
to die, he charged Solomon, his son and 
successor, saying, ‘‘I am going the way 
of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, 
and show thyself a man; and keep the 
charge of Jehovah thy God, to walk in His 
ways, to keep His statutes, and His com- 
mandments, and His ordinances, and His 
testimonies, according te that which is 
written in the law of Moses that thou may- 
est prosper in all that thou doest, and 
whithersoever thou turnest thyself. ” 

Was not this the same as though David 
said, ‘‘Watch your step.’’ And what fol- 
lows emphasizes all the more the import- 
tance of walking in the right way. And 
David continued, ‘‘That Jehovah may es- 
tablish His word which He spake con- 
cerning me, saying, ‘If thy children take 
heed to their way, to walk before Me in 
truth with all their heart and with all 
their soul, there shall not. fail thee a man 
on the throne of Israel’.’’ 

And Solomon profited by what his father 
had said to him, and watched his step, 
because, when God said to him, ‘‘ Ask what 
I shall give thee,’’ Solomon replied, ‘‘Thou 
hast showed unto Thy servant David my 
father great lovingkindness, according as 
he walked hefore Thee in truth, and in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
with Thee; and Thou hast kept for him this 
great lovingkindness, that Thou hast given 
him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this 
day. And now, O Jehovah my God, Thou 
hast made Thy servant king instead of 
David my father: and I am but a little 
child; I know not how to go out or come 
in, And Thy servant is in the midst of 
Thy people which Thou hast chosen, a 
great people, that cannot be numbered nor 
counted for multitude. Give Thy servant 
therefore an understanding heart to judge 
Thy people, that I may discern between 
good and evil; for who is able to judge 
this Thy great people?’’ 

Solomon knew that without the help and 
guidance of God he would not know how 
to walk or how to act, therefore he made 
a wise choice by asking God to give him 
an understanding heart that he might know 
how to watch his step and to deal wisely 
and justly with his people. 

And God was pleased with Solomon’s 
choice and said to him, ‘‘Because thou 
hast asked this thing, and hast not asked 
for thyself long life, neither hast asked 
riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life 
of thine enemies, but hast asked for thy- 
self understanding to discern justice; be- 
hold, I have done according to thy word: 
lo, I have given thee a wise and an un- 
derstanding heart; so that there hath been 
none like thee before thee, neither after 
thee shall any arise like unto thee. And 
I have also given thee that which thou 
hast not asked, both riches and honor, so 
that there shall not be any among the kings 
like unto thee, all thy days. And if thou 
wilt walk in My ways (that is, watch your 
step), to keep My statutes and My com- 
mandments, as thy father David did walk, 
then I will lengthen thy days.’’ 


As you therefore heed the warnings and 
the admonitions of your parents, your 
teachers, your pastor, and your other 
friends, ‘and watch your step, you will find 
that this year and the years that are to 
follow will bring you many blessings. 

They will point out to you the paths 
over which the warning is written, ‘‘DO 
NOT ENTER HERE.”’ You will also 
see the sign written on the faces of men 
and women who entered those paths when 
they were boys and girls. In language that 
is very plain, their disappointed faces say, 
“‘DO NOT ENTER HERE. I thought it 
was the easiest way to take but it has 
proved to be the hardest. I thought it 
would take me where I wanted to go but 
I find I have taken the wrong road.’? 

Your friends will also point out to you 
doors over which are written the words, 
“CENTER HERE.’’ They will show you 
the way to the public school, which leads 
to the high school, the college, and the 
university; the way to the Sunday School 
and the Church, which will lead you to a 
noble Christian life; and the way to many 
temporal and spiritual blessings. 

The boys and girls who watch their step 
will avoid many bad habits which lead to 
sin and misery, and will form habits which 
will make for a noble life and a good 
Christian character. There are many boys 
and girls who watch their step and avoid 
the forbidden paths of life and enter those 
that lead to a good and useful and happy 
life. The result of such a course is illu- 
strated by the following story told by a 
minister: 

One day a business man advertised for 
a boy. Many boys applied for the position 
because there were lots of boys in that 
community who needed to work after 
school hours and on Saturdays to help them 
through school. Finally the business man 
selected one of the boys and gave him the 
position. One of the business man’s 
friends asked him one day why he chose 
this boy. And this was his answer: ‘‘He 
wiped his feet on the mat when he came 
in and closed the door after him. He gave 
his seat to a lame old man who came into 
the office. He waited quietly for his turn, 
instead: of pushing and crowding. When I 
talked with him, he took off his cap and 
answered my questions promptly and gen- 
tlemanly. I noticed that his clothes and 
shoes were clean, and his hair in order. 
When he wrote his name I noticed there 
were no cigarette stains on his fingers and 
his fingernails were clean.’’ 


ABOUT THIS TIME 
“Deo you believe in higher education???’ 
“‘Well, judging from the letters we get 
from my boy in college, it couldn’t come 
much higher.’’—Pathfinder. 


‘‘Here’s a lovely sentiment,’’ the sales- 
girl said. ‘‘To the only girl I ever loved.’ 

“*Wine,’’ he said. ‘‘1’ll take six of these, 
please. ry” 


Gossip is like yeast—a little goes a long 
way. 


A man’s face is seldom his fortune. 
Sometimes, however, his ‘‘cheek’? is. 


Customer—‘‘ That cigar you sold me was 
terrible. ’? 

‘Clerk—‘‘You needn’t complain. You 
only got one. We have thousands of 
them.’’ 


PEN PRICKS 


By John Andrew Holmes 


At at any rate, the wages of sin 
is not a living wage. 


January 16, 1930 


It is said that the law gives a father 
the right to open his daughter’s letters, 
Who’s going to give him the courage? 


PRAYER 
I have lived my life, and that which I have 
done 
May He within himself make pure! But 
thou, 


If thou shouldst never see my face again, 

Pray for my soul. More things are wrought 
by prayer 

Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let 
thy voice 

Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 

For what are men better than sheep and 
goats 

That nourish a blind life within the brain 

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of 
prayer 

Both for themselves and those who call 
them friend? 

For so the whole round earth is every way 

Bound by gold chains about the feet of 
God. 

—Tennyson. 


GUARDING HIS OWN 


The Sire—‘‘Young man, I demand to 
know your intentions toward Nora, the 
cook.’’ 

The Son—‘‘Oh, just kidding her a little, 
that’s all.’’ 

The Sire—‘‘All right. Flirt with her 
and keep her contented, but don’t you 
dare marry her and take her away from 
us.’’—Detroit News. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


An Alice-blue gift with gilt letters on 
it, came from two loyal friends on Christ- 
mas. They have sent me Easter eggs too, 
and made baskets for me—Anna Reinecker 
and Viola Dietz have, and once they 
brought me a vase they had made, and a 
bunch of daffodils to put right in it. But 
this new gift will last much longer than 
even cherry daffodils and de-e-e-licious 
chocolate eggs, for it is... . Yes, you’ve 
guessed—it is a book. I like the book 
for many reasons: because Anna and Viola 
gave it to me; because, on board ship, en- 
route from Holland (remember?) I met 
the man who wrote the book; and because 
of the book itself, for it is ‘‘Prayers for 
Little Men and Women’’ by John Martin. 
Three men named John Rae, Henry C. Pitz 
and Harold Sichel have made such heau- 
tiful drawings for it that you will want 
to look at them again and again. There 
are prayers in it for ‘‘Father’’ and 
‘“Mother’’; for ‘‘*Reverence’’?; for 
‘¢Friendship’’; for ‘‘Heroism?’; for **A 
Knight’? and a ‘‘Lady.’’ Another one is 
called ‘‘Clean and Neat’’ and still an- 
other, ‘‘Secret Faults.’? And I can choose 
no finer one, I think, with which to begin 
our New Year, than this one called 


Forward 


Forward, little Man and Woman, 
Moving onward to a goal 
Which to us and you means always 
Growth of body, mind and soul, 
Every thought of noble purpose, 
Every deed of brotherhood 
Adds a new and bright expression 
Of God’s plan for growing good. 
Forward, into times and places, 
And rewards for service due, 
Brave and faithful little leaders— 
Little leaders such as you. 


*¢Little leaders such as you’’ greetings, — 


this New Year, to all my boys and girls _ 


who daily thank ‘‘Our Father’? for mot 
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The Family Altar 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 20-26 


Practical Thought: ‘‘Blessed are the 
pure in heart.’’ 


Memory Hymn: ‘‘Great God, We Sing 
That Mighty Hand.’’ 


Monday—Subjects of the Kingdom. 
Matt. 5:1-12. 

A little girl who found difficulty in pro- 
nouncing ‘‘beatitudes’’ coined the sug- 
gestive word ‘‘beauty-tides.’?’ Was she 
not correct in her estimate of the virtues 
listed? These virtues are not unrelated 
except by position, like beads on a string. 
They naturally inhere in each other, and 
characterize the character of children of 
the Kingdom. Jesus holds before us a 
marvelous ideal. He pronounces all who 
exemplify it blessed, which means far more 
than being happy. It has been said the 
world shines with all the light of heaven. 
So the blessed are those made joyous and 
prosperous with the very presence of God. 

Prayer: May the Holy Spirit work with- 
in us the resplendent virtues of holy char- 
acter. Grant, O Father, that likeness unto 
Jesus may become evident in us. Amen. 


Tuesday—Standards of the Kingdom. 
Matt. 5:17-26. 

The standards of the Kingdom are those 
of God Himself and are as much above the 
ordinary ideals of character as He is above 
us. ‘‘For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are My ways your ways, 
saith the Lord.’’ By them we are judged. 
By them we grow into the likeness of 
Jesus, When we live as in the sight of 
God, we cannot think of merely ‘‘ getting 
by.’’ That might do for hypocrites who 
are occupied only with making an impres- 
sion for goodness that does not exist in 
them. Every trace of hypocrisy is a viola- 
tion of Kingdom standards. 

Prayer: For the loftiness and the beauty 
of the ideals of character placed before us, 
O Jesus, we praise Thee. Thy confidence 
in our ability to measure up to them gives 
new courage for the conflict with all lower 
standards. Grant unto us the victory in 
every fight with wrong. Amen. 


Wednesday—tThe Spirit of the Kingdom. 
Matt. 5:38-48. 

The old adage, ‘‘Tit for tat’’: ‘‘you kill 
my cat, I’ll kill your dog,’’ is clearly re- 
jected by the teaching of Jesus. He never 
paid folk in their own coin, neither may 
we if we belong to Him. It is better to 
suffer a wrong than to commit one. The 
ideal which He places before us requires 
that we do more than men have a right 
to expect of us. During the Boer War in 
South Africa, Gunner Stevenson in the 
‘A Legion of Strangers’’ was brutually 
insulted and forced to fight a duel. At the 
word his antagonist’s weapon rang out, 
and Stevenson was untouched, with his 
gun undischarged. His insulter was at his 
merey, and on his knees begged for life. 
Stevenson raised his gun and aimed at the 
quivering wretch, in a moment he dropped 
his gun to ‘‘carry,’’? opened the breech, 
and threw out the cartridge on the grass. 
The magnanimous act won for him more 
than if he had sent the bullet through the 
heart of his enemy. 


Prayer: Dear Saviour, it is hard to for- 


give those who injure us. We would rather 
hurt them in return. But Thy example 
and word are before us. We pray for the 
grace needed to follow in Thy pathway. 
Amen. 


Thursday, Greatness in the Kingdom. 
Matt. 20:20-28. 
Place, title, power, homage from men 
are the ordinary marks of greatness. Jesus 
sets a different standard, viz.: character as 


expressed in unselfish service. ‘‘Even as 
the Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life 
a ransom for many.’’ Jesus is both the 
standard and the example of greatness in 
God’s kingdom. In worldly affairs there 
is not room for many great: in Christ’s 
kingdom all who are willing to serve may 
be great. But to serve with the motive of 
becoming great, is to miss the desired goal 
because the motive is wrong. Those who 
become great in the kingdom have little 
time to think about it; their energies are 
occupied with rendering service. When 
greatness arrives none are as surprised as 
they. Give thought to serving. 

Prayer: Dear Saviour, we would imitate 
Thee, and so grow into likeness unto Thee, 
May our full energy be given to walking 
in Thy footsteps. Bless all whom we may 
serve. Amen, 


Friday—Social Attitudes. Rom. 12:9-21. 

The Christian is first of all a lover of all 
good, and gives himself freely to bring 
good to pass. He is sincere and open- 
minded: As ardent a hater of evil as he 
is a lover of the good. He has eyes that 
see afar and beholds what advances the 
social welfare of all mankind. He is for 
everything that promises to relieve poy- 
erty and suffering. It is through such as 
he that the world advances toward nobler 
and better conditions, He is international 
in sympathies because Jesus died for all 
mankind. A test question: ‘‘How would 
Jesus think of this?’’ gives the cue as to 
what should be the Christian’s attitude in 
social affairs. This we do know, that Jesus 
would be moved with love. Love will solve 
the knotty problems of society. 

Prayer: O Thou, who didst love the world 
of men, teach us to love. As Thou didst 
give Thyself in unselfish service may we 
be ready to help. May Thy kingdom of 
love and peace come, and Thy will be done 
among men. Amen. 


Saturday—Judgment and Mercy. 
John 8:2-11. 


Jesus does not condone evil when He 
has mercy upon the sinner. His mercy 
turned the sinner away from the sin. The 
one sitting in judgment against another is 
taught to be more severe with himself than 
with the other. The sin condemned should 
awaken the conscience that is set as a 
guard against our sinning. A Barbadoes 
slave holder had been robbed to a large 
extent. Calling his slaves together, he ad- 
dressed them: ‘‘My friends, the great ser- 


pent appeared to me during the night and . 


told me the person who stole my money 
should, at this very instant, have a par- 
rot’s feather at the point of his nose.’’ 
On this announcement the dishonest man, 
anxious to find out if his guilt had de- 
clared itself, put his hand to his nose. 
‘<Man,’’ eried the master, ‘‘it is thou who 
hast robbed me.’’ 

Prayer: Quicken our sense of sin, O 
Christ. Deepen our dread of it that we 
may turn away from all hidden evil. In 
judgment of others help us to be as merci- 
ful as we desire Thou to be with us, Amen. 


Sunday—The Acceptable Worshiper. 
Psalm 24:1-6. 

In his dream a man was in Church. He 
saw the organist vigorously playing the 
organ but heard no sound. The people 
began to sing but their voices were not 
heard. The minister prayed but no sounds 
issued from his lips. The man turned to 
his angel guide. ‘‘You hear nothing,’’ 
said the angel, ‘‘because there is nothing 
to hear. These people are not engaged in 
worship, but only in the form of worship. 
Their hearts are not touched, and the 
silence is the silence that is as yet un- 
broken in the presence of God. ‘‘But 
listen now.’’? The man heard a child’s 
voice, clear and distinct. While the min- 
ister and people seemed to pray, only the 
child’s voice was heard. ‘‘Our Father who 
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art in heaven.’’ ‘‘That,’’ said the guide, 
‘fis the only true worship in all this 
Church today; all the others are concerned 
with but the appearance of worship.’? 
‘“They that worship must worship in spirit 
and in truth,’ 

Prayer: Cause us to see Thee, O God, in 
all Thy glory, then shall we worship Thee 
because our hearts will be filled with awe 
and adoration. 


An old lady, visiting an insane asylum, 
observed the lunatics at work. One man 
was standing in a corner, idle. 

‘“My good man,’’ inquired the old lady, 
“why don’t you work? Aren’t you 
erazy??? 

““Yes, mum, but not that crazy,’’ the 
man replied. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—LOGOMACHY, No. 4 


1. Desk; 2. Chalk; 3. Reader; 4. Tab- 
let; 5. Speller; 6. Teacher; 7. Grammar; 
8. History; 9. Scholar; 10. Arithmetic; 
11. Geography; 12. Blackboard. 


BEHEADED WORD PUZZLE, No. 8 


1. Behead dislike or disgust for an object 
and get a translation or a change in 
form. Behead this change three times 
and see the hill on which the temple 
at Jerusalem stood (one of two spell- 
ings). Behead the hill and find an 
electrified particle. Remove its head 
and get a preposition. 

2. Behead to go abroad a train and find 
to teach-or- drill. Behead and get con- 
densed moisture. Behead and secure 
the Scottish for one. Off once more and 
you get a preposition, 

3. Behead something tarnished or dirty 
and be lubricated. Behead and be con- 
ducted. Off again and you find a boy’s 
nickname. 

4. Behead not to be absent and exhibit 
indignant displeasure. Behead twice 
and behold one commissioned to go. 

5. Behead not to leave and secure the chief 
person or thing. Behead and get the 
the Scottish for one or own. Off once 
more and up comes a preposition. 

6. Behead a mountain-stream fish, and 
chase away the others. Behead and 
you will find they are not in. Behead 
again and you have the first note of 
Guido’s musical scale. 

—A. M. §. 


He—‘‘ My idea of a wife is one who can 
make good bread.’’ 

She—‘‘ My idea of a husband is the one 
who can raise the dough in the hour of 
knead.’’ 


A Letter From China 


Chien Chia Kai, Wuchang, Hupeh, 


November 30, 1929. 
To Ye Editors! 


Here is a story straight from the lips of 
the leading pastor of our Liang-Hu Synod 
as given yesterday to our seminary 
students: 


In Perils of Robbers 

Pastor Kung Tsi Yun is sixty. That, 
according to the Chinese way of looking at 
things, is an age when men ought to cease 
from their labors and permit the younger 
generation to carry on. So he resigned this 
autumn and retired to his old home up 
country. 

The third day after his arrival he de- 
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cided to look about and see what changes came to Hankow, just as they did when 


had come over the place where he grew up. 
He noticed the bank of the railroad which 
has been built in more recent days and 
this was a wise observation for the days 
to come. 

On the night of October 25 he and the 
rest of his family were sleeping soundly 
in their home. Suddenly they were 
aroused in the early morning hours by a 
demand that the doors be opened. Every- 
body was half frightened to death. But 
the robbers would not be denied and soon 
they were in the house and grasped his 
son, who conducted a small business there. 
They had come to kidnap this son, but 
after many protestations that he possessed 
no wealth, someone foolishly dropped the 
word that his father had:come from Han- 
kow only a few days before. Of course he 
had no small reputation in his native town. 
What he did not have, the money drunk 
imagination of the kidnappers supplied. 
At once it was noised about that, being 
in connection with foreigners, he had ac- 
cumulated no small fortune. But the rob- 
bers, who know the proclivity of their fel- 
lowmen to tell tall tales when they want 
to get out of a predicament, said where is 
his father? We do not believe he is about. 
So as always, when lies have not been 
carefully thought out, they led them to 
betray the room of the father. 

Kidnappers must act quickly, and there- 
fore one of them took a torch and applied 
it to the flimsy board ceiling of the house. 
The idea is to make them give up the party 
they want and then start to put out the 
fire, during which time the kidnappers get 
away safely. 

So the poor portly old pastor was led 
away by the horde of bandits. He had not 
gone far on the hard mud paths between 
the fields till his bare feet hegan to rebel 
against the rough treatment. He had 
begged them not to treat him harshly on 
account of his age, and promised them that 
under such circumstances he would not yell 
nor act contrary to their wishes nor try to 
break away. Someone in the crowd of 
bandits gave him his sandals and the road 
became tolerable. Having traveled for 
some time he noticed that the men one by 
one dropped out of line and disappeared 
into the neighboring houses. Only a few 
picked men conducted him to the place 
where he was to be kept till the ransom 
was forthcoming. But by and by, they 
said now they would have to blindfold him 
—for they did not want him to recognize 
the home into which he was being taken, 
lest he recognize it in later days and make 
trouble for them. He had little complaint 
to make about their treatment of him en 
route, because they saw that he did what 
he had promised; namely, obeyed their or- 
ders and did not call for help. However, 
walking on a narrow path where a man must 
walk in single file, where one man holds 
one hand in front and another holds one 
behind, is no pleasant exercise. Now the 
leader’s words were somewhat harsher than 
at first. 

You will be kept in the temple and if 
you make any outery it will only work 
hardship to you. Of course there are sev- 
eral large gates all guarded by armed men, 
who will kill you if you venture to escape; 
and any outery will win the same reward. 
Besides if the money is not forthcoming 
soon enough you will receive the same re- 
ward. So the old pastor probably felt that 
his course was probably run, for there was 
little money in the family. Ransom? Well, 
$35,000 was a low price for such a good 
eatch. Five thousand dollars would have 
to be paid down for his relatives to visit 
him. In addition they would have to pay 
for his keep aiid the many messages need- 
ed in this risky kind of work. 

At last he arrived at the temple and 
heard the various doors and gates creak- 
ing behind him. Naturally a man does 
the only thing he can do when there is no 
human help available. He prayed. So did 
all the Churches as soon as the telegram 


. 


Peter lay in prison. 

There were only two men guarding him, 
one a decent sort of fellow, but the other 
was of a rather vicious type. Under the 
same old promise, repeated in his prison, 
his eyes were not covered and his ears 
were not stopped, except for ‘ ‘official pur- 
poses.’’ He promised them a special re- 
ward if they would not put the wax in his 
ears or force the blindfold on him. So 
when the headman came, he would pull 
down the band on his forehead and act as 
deaf as an adder. Naturally he preached 
somewhat to them, though loud talking 
was absolutely forbidden. He had a little 
eight-year-old boy as a ‘‘fellow-prisoner’’ 
and this little lad clung to him like a child 
to a nurse. The little chap would hardly 
speak a word aloud, so well do even little 
children know how to safeguard them- 
selves in their country. Pastor Kung did 
not do all his thinking aloud; but he 
could not help realizing that he was not 
hidden in a temple, for there was no gong 
sounded at regular hours. The voices of 
passersby were clearly perceptible from 
where he was, which meant that he was 
not many divisions in the rear. Besides 
one day when the front door was opened 
he could see, not very far away, that tell- 
tale railway bank. 

He had told them, ‘‘ You know I am not 
accustomed to this sort of business, and 
you must tell me what I am to do.’’ But 
he did know how to pray and he confessed 
to us that he learnt more during his six 
days imprisonment about prayer than in 
all the years before. He had, of course, 
prayed the Lord to hasten his release and 
open the prison door for him if possible in 
His own way. 

They usually slept on the floor, he and 
the little boy in the middle and the two 
guards on either side of them. One morn- 
ing they were lying there after breakfast, 
just hoping for something to happen. The 
old pastor was not very drowsy, so he sat 
up a little without moving from his place 
between the guards. Both guards were 
lying asleep. He moved a bit, but they 
did not. Alongside lay the revolver on 
the ground. Why not go home? It began 
to dawn on him that the Lord was an- 
swering his prayer. He whispered into the 
ear of the little boy, will you make a noise 
if I go away? The little brave lad only 
smiled and wiggled a no. He asked him 
again, and the hero replied in the same 
way. So he rose from their common pallet 
under one covering blanket, remember; 
stepped over them, and picked up the re- 
volver. Then he stealthily walked to the 
door, slowly drew back the wooden bolt, 
and started: to open the door. It creaked 
and he nearly collapsed. The men had 
heard him and followed after him. He 
could not make a hundred yards in thirty 
seconds, but somehow he made fair speed. 
Instead of barrier after barrier to halt 
his flight he saw only a four foot wall of 
mud with a convenient break in it, which 
he easily hurdled. When he arrived at the 
outer gate, there was no guard there 
either; but his guards were gaining on 
him. Soon he was in their clutches again 
and they were dragging him back into 
captivity. 

It was a tug of war between a man 
weighing a little over two hundred pounds 
against two lighter men in their thirties. 
What chance had the poor old pastor! 


‘‘My strength is as the strength of ten; 
Because my heart is pure.’’ 


He braced himself at the gate and they 
could not pull him through. Then he tried 
to fire the revolver to attract attention. 
But it was a worthless thing. He cried 
out for help and many persons saw the 
struggle, but no man dared help lest the 
robbers wreak vengeance on them. So, 
like Dr. Johnson: 


“<Tf the pistol misses fire, 


He knocks you down with the butt of | 


Thy 
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He struck one of the men over the head 
with the butt of the pistol and made the 
blood flow. That was enough for the un- 
armed robbers. They fled and so did he, 
He rushed as fast as he could to the town, 
and when a policeman saw him with a 
revolver in his hand he eried: ‘‘Bandit.’” 
Into the police station he went, and then 
old Pastor Kung suddenly asked them like 
Peter, ‘‘Am I dreaming or is this real???” 

Naturally, coming out of his hiding place 
without being blind-folded and having 
been seen struggling with the two guards, 
the secret was out and the owner of the 
property is in a peck of trouble. The 
leader and three or four others have beem 
arrested. Now one of his guards asks him 
to become his guarantor with the govern- 
ment to save his life. Everybody tells him 
to sue; but he remembers mercy in the day 
of his opportunity, thankful to God that 
He gave him such a wonderful deliver- 
ance. He had suffered but little whilst 
among them, and he had no desire for re- 
venge. Instead of making a fortune out 
of this, the kidnappers will have to pay 
very dearly to save their lives. 

He is the greatest gainer through the 
increase of his faith in God as an ever 
present help in time of trouble. His fam- 
ily and neighbors, yes, his heathen neigh- 
bors say, ‘‘This is the hand of their God.’” 
And is it not? So God still gets Him 
honor on His enemies. ‘‘Count it all joy,’” 
that is what the face of Pastor Kung told 
us yesterday. ‘‘For out of light affliction, 
which is for the moment, worketh for us 
more and more exceedingly an eternal 
weight of glory.’’ 

Yours in this glorious service, 


Paul E. Keller. 


TOO TRUE 
A student in a certain theological semi- 
nary was asked: ‘‘What tribes originally 
inhabited Palestine?” He promptly re- 
plied: ‘‘The Hivites, the Perizzites—and 
the Parasites, some of whom we still have 
with us.’? 


THE NIGHTINGALE AND THE 
GLOW WORM 


A nightingale that all day long 

Had cheered the village with his song, 
Nor yet at eve his note suspended, 

Nor yet when eventide was ended, 
Began to feel, as well he might, 

The keen demand of appetite; 

When, looking eagerly around, 

He spied far off, upon the ground, 

A something shining in the dark, 

And knew the glow worm by his spark. 
So stooping down from hawthorne top, 
He thought to put him in his crop, 
The worm, aware of his intent, : 
Harangued him thus, right eloquent,— 
‘*Did you admire my lamp,’’ quoth he, 
‘¢As much as T your minstrelsy, 

You would abhor to do me wrong, 

As much as I to spoil your song; 

Now ’twas the selfsame power divine 
Taught you to sing, and me to shine; 
That you with music, I with light, 
Might beautify and cheer the night.’” 
The songster heard his short oration, 
And, warbling out his approbation, 
Released him, as my story tells, 

And found a supper somewhere else. 
Hence jarring sectaries may learn 
Their real interest to discern: 


That Brother should not war with Brother, “yy 


And worry and devour each other; 


Who studiously make Peace their a 
Peace, both the duty and the prize 
Of him who creeps, or him who flies! 
—C 

(Published 1819—and sent by 
senger’’ reader.) 2 
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HOME EDUCATION 


‘*The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Froebel 


THE MAGIC ALARM CLOCK 
By Irma Morris 

“*Freddie, get up,’’ called Mrs. Wil- 
liams, her voice rising shrilly on the ‘‘up.’’ 
“*T can’t get the boy out of bed,’’ she 
wailed desperately, as she hastily carried 
in her husband’s coffee. 

‘*Douse him with cold water,’’ growled 
Mr. Williams, who was never in a very 
happy frame of mind until after breakfast, 

Mrs. Williams looked irresolute for a 
minute, then proceeded to the kitchen with 
firm steps. Shortly after, howls came from 
Freddie’s room, and soon the racket in the 
rear of the apartment announced the fact 
that Freddie had arisen and was making 
a wild scramble to get ready for school 
on time. 

Mrs. Williams sang about her work all 
day, fondly believing that Freddie was 
‘“cured.’’? But the next morning her young 
hopeful seemed to have entirely forgotten 
his recent unpleasant experience and re- 
peated calls and shakings brought no re- 
sponse. 

‘“Douse him again,’’ volunteered his fa- 
ther. But Mrs. Williams did not relish a 
repetition of yesterday’s wearing scene, 
So she coaxed and threatened Freddie in 
‘“the same old way,’’ till he finally tum- 
bled out of bed and hurried into his 
clothes. 

That afternoon there was a parents’ 
meeting at Freddie’s school. <A lecturer 
spoke on ‘‘Habit Formation’’ and inyited 
questions. After listening to several ques- 
tions such as, ‘‘How can I make Jane 
eat??? and ‘‘ What can I do to make Jack 
more tidy?’’? and ‘‘What’s the best cure 
for thumb-sucking?’’ Mrs. Williams raised 
a timid voice, ‘‘How can I make my boy 
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get up in the morning?’’ 

The lecturer asked a few questions 
about Freddie and then calmly said, ‘‘Get- 
ting up in the morning is Freddie’s job, 
not yours. Put the responsibility where it 
belongs. I feel quite sure your boy will 
be able to meet it. Why not get an alarm 
clock, telling him you expect him to get 
himself off in time for school from now 
on, without any assistance from you? Try 
at, 22 

After the meeting Mrs. Williams pur- 
chased an alarm clock. She introduced 
it to Freddie that evening. The next 
morning she listened to its loud peal with 
bated breath. Freddie jumped right out 
of bed! Mrs. Williams busied herself in 
the kitchen and left him entirely to his 
own devices. Soon he appeared, face shin- 
ing, hair slicked down, shoes clean. Mrs. 
Williams served his breakfast. After break- 
fast, he donned his coat, just like his fa- 
ther and strode manfully into the kitchen 
to give his mother a ‘‘good-bye’’ kiss. 

That morning Mrs. Williams did some 
hard thinking, ‘‘That’s the whole trou- 
ble,’? she said to herself. ‘‘I’ve been do- 
ing everything for that boy. I haven’t 
given him a chance to shoulder things him- 
self. Why, of course he’d rather mind 
himself than mind me. I must change.’’ 
And she did. But she still insists that the 
alarm clock ‘‘did it.’? She says, ‘‘He’s 
as good as gold now and I just couldn’t 
do anything with him before.’’ 

‘<T hope the time is not far distant when 
every community may have a free kinder- 
garten available to its children. So valu- 
able is the kindergarten training that I 


. regret there are still hundreds of districts 


that are not able to offer this opportunity 
to the children of pre-school age.’’—Hzra 
Lehman, President, State Teachers Col- 
lege, Shippensburg, Pa. 

If there is no kindergarten in your 
school, work NOW for the establishment 
of one. You can secure leaflets and advice 
from the National Kindergarten Associa- 
tion, 8 West Fortieth Street, New York. 
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THE CHURCH SERVICES 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Third Sunday after Epiphany, 
January 26, 1930 
Standards of the Kingdom 
Matthew 5:3-9, 17-20, 43-48 

Golden Text: Blessed are the pure in 
heart; for they shall see God. Matt. 5:8. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Pattern, 2. 
The Principles. 3. The Practice. 

Our last lesson contained a summary 
statement of the ministry of Jesus. It was 
a bird’s-eye view of His work, as consist- 
ing of preaching, teaching, and healing. 
Today we study a sermon of Jesus, which 
illustrates the method of His preaching 
and teaching, and its content as well. 

The term ‘‘sermon,’’? applied to the 
teaching of Jesus, is very apt to mislead 
us. It suggests our formal discourses. But 
Jesus’ method of presenting the truth was 
quite infotmal. He was not the slave of 
any one method. Wherever He found hear- 
ers ready to listen He sought to persuade 
them to make the will of God the supreme 
rule of their lives. The central theme of 
all His teaching and preaching was the 
Kingdom of God. And that meant, pri- 
marily, the rule of God in the hearts and 
lives of men. That was the common focus 
of all His sayings and teachings, whether 
spoken in the synagogue or by the way- 
side. to multitudes or to individual persons. 

Thus our lesson, the Sermon on the 
Mount, is a typical utterance of Jesus. It 
portrays the character of citizens of God’s 
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Kingdom, Following his statistical bent, 
acquired as a tax collector, Matthew has 
brought together in one continuous dis- 
course words of the Master that were 
spoken on many different occasions. His 
systematic grouping of the principles or 
standards of the Kingdom shows us, in a 
striking manner, what kind of men our 
world would consist of if they all made 
God their supreme ruler. Hence this beau- 
tiful sermon has been called, The Charter 
of God’s Kingdom. 

I. The Pattern. That is found in the 
very last verse of our lesson. ‘‘Ye there- 
fore shall be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.’? God Himself is the 
pattern of life for citizens of His King- 
dom and Jesus calls Him our ‘‘heavenly 
Father,’’ not King or Judge or Taskmas- 
ter. We are His children; very wayward 
and foolish children, but near and dear to 
Him nevertheless. And what is more nat- 
ural and plausible than that children 
should find their ideals in their father? It 
is so on earth, and it is even so in respect 
to God. 

But what is our heavenly Father’s per- 
fection? How men have pondered that 
question through the ages. What deep and 
difficult metaphysical answers they have 
given, that no man could understand. Ask 
the philosophers our question, and their 
replies will take God far from your under- 
standing. But ask Jesus, and He will show 
you the Father, both in His life and teach- 
ing. And the answer given by this ‘‘Be- 
loved Son’’ is so simple that little chil- 
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dren can understand it, and yet so deep 
that the wisest men cannot fully fathom 
it. God is love. And that is His perfec- 
tion—His infinite love. It is manifest in 
His creation whose blessings are showered 
upon all men impartially. It is more clear- 
ly revealed in the gradual unfolding of His 
redemptive purpose in the history of man- 
kind, and in the heart of the individual. 
There we come face to face with a 
Father’s infinite love who seeks to woo 
and win men from sin to eternal life. It 
is the glad tidings proclaimed by Jesus. 

This high and holy standard of Chris- 
tian perfection, patterned after our 
Father’s, must not be confused with the 
‘‘Perfectionism’’? claimed by some queer 
people. They call it, ‘‘the second baptism 
with the Holy Spirit,’’ which makes them 
incapable of sinning. That is foolish fan- 
aticism, a spiritual pride that often leads 
to grievous fall. The perfection that 
Christ demands of citizens of the King- 
dom means that their ideal is not of the 
earth, but of heaven. Their righteousness 
‘exceeds the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees,’’ ancient and modern (v. 
20). Far above and beyond the petty pre- 
cepts of men, Jesus shows us the love of 
God, overarching the universe and under- 
girding it. That is our pattern. Instead 
of inflating us with spiritual pride, it will 
humble us as we seek to emulate our 
Father’s Spirit. But it will also hallow 
our conduct, if we are sincere and take our 
faith in Christ seriously. It will give us 
a motive and a dynamic that no earthly or 
human ideal can impart to men. It will 
enable us to manifest in our lives, as the 
fruit of the Spirit of God, the very graces 
and virtues described in our lesson. 

II. The Principles. In the Beatitudes 
the Master weaves the divine pattern into 
the fabric of our lives. He describes 
various attitudes and aspirations of the 
citizens of the Kingdom. These beautiful 
sayings are not to be regarded as an ex- 
haustive catalogue of all Christian virtues, 
a rigid code to which all of Christ’s fol- 
lowers must conform, but neither are they 
merely random utterances without inner 
connection or organic relation, like the 
pearls of a necklace. They form a coherent 
and consistent whole. Each of the beati- 
tudes portrays an aspect of the new life 
that Jesus sought to quicken in men by 
His preaching and teaching of the Glad 
Tidings. And together they give us a 
composite picture of men who are really 
living according to the will of God in their 
various relationships, 

Let us bear in mind, then, that the 
beatitudes do not describe seven or eight 
different types or groups of persons— 
peacemakers, mourners, meek, etc. They 
proclaim a number of mutually comple- 
mentary qualities of character which, col- 
lectively, mark and measure the ‘‘ perfect’? 
man. The ideal citizen of the Kingdom 
will possess all of them. 

He will be ‘‘poor in spirit,’’ which is 
not to be confused with being ‘‘poor- 
spirited.’? The man who is without a 
sense of spiritual poverty is either a self- 
righteous Pharisee or an unrighteous sin- 
ner. The one is complacently satisfied with 
himself, and the other has never been dis- 
satisfied with himself. Both are spiritual 
paupers, far from the Kingdom, without 
knowing it. Blessed are the men whom 
Jesus makes conscious of their spiritual 
bankruptcy. They become seekers and 
suppliants. They find the spiritual treas- 
ures of the Kingdom of God. 

‘Blessed are they that mourn’’ has 
been a hard saying for many. It sounds 
like a benediction upon sorrow, despair, 
and pessimism. But, in reality, it is a 
note in the anthem of divine optimism that 
resounds throughout the gospel. It is a 
true part of the Glad Tidings, for in the 
Kingdom the mourners shall be comforted. 
Whether they mourn over a soul out of 
tune with God, or over a world out of 
joint, whether their sorrow is spiritual or 
physical, personal or social, God will com- 
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fort them. He forgiveth our sins, He heal- 
eth our diseases, and He will right all 
wrongs in His world. Far from breathing 
pessimism and despair, this beatitude 
voices the optimism of a virile faith in a 
personal, powerful, provident Father in 
heaven. 


The benediction upon ‘‘the meek’’ is 
apt to provike a smile in our hustling age. 
The sleek, not the meek, seem ‘‘to inherit 
the earth.’’ In our competitive struggle 
for material and political success, the 
meek are crushed and conquered by the 
self-assertive and unscrupulous climbers. 
And yet Jesus said of Himself, ‘‘I am 
meek,’’ and, surely, He is conquering the 
earth. There is a meekness that is weak- 
ness. It lacks stamina, and it shuns effort, 
It will never inherit the earth, and it 
received no commendation from Jesus. 
True meekness is a superior kind of 
strength, or a certain way of using one’s 
strength. That was the meekness of Jesus. 
He was a strong man who used his 
strength, all His human and divine power, 
for gentle, kindly, unselfish service. And 
His Kingdom waxes wider and stronger, 
while the wrecks of many empires, built 
by brutal force, strew the ages. And men 
like Him are gradually inheriting the 
earth. They win the love and homage of 
mankind. They are uncrowned kings of 
the earth, who possess it, even though they 
dot not own a foot of its soil. 


“*Blessed are they that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness: for they shall be fill- 
ed.’’ The soul has its elemental needs— 
hunger and thirst—just like the body. It 
cries out for God, for righteousness and for 
immortality. You may starve this hunger 
of the soul or you may satisfy it. In 
God’s Kingdom that deep hunger is met 
and appeased. Its citizens are filled to the 
full with God. And, ‘‘Blessed are the 
merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.’’ 
This is the law of spiritual reciprocity. 
It works man-ward and God-ward. As we 
deal with others so will God deal with us. 
Members of the Kingdom are merciful be- 
cause they have found mercy in God. And 
‘<Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God.’’?’ What a mighty truth that 
little sentence encloses. It states the true 
secret of spiritual vision. The heart is 
its organ, not the mind. It is not learning 
in scholarship men need to see God, but 
character. They must be ‘‘pure in heart,’’ 
Finally, Jesus pronounces a blessing upon 
the peacemakers. ‘‘They shall be called 
sons of God,’’ because, like their Father 
in heaven, they practice and promote the 
reign of love and good-will among men. 

In order to make still clearer the char- 
acter of citizens of the Kingdom, Jesus 
passes from His portrayal of their right- 
eousness in the beatitudes to a comparison 
with the righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees (vs. 21-48). He illustrates the 
perfection required of God’s children by 
five practical examples—anger, lust, swear- 
ing, retaliation, and love; pointing out, in 
each case, that the new morality is related 
to the old but far surpasses it. The teach- 
ing of Jesus did not destroy the law or the 
prophets. It fulfilled them by taking the 
vital truths contained in the ancient laws 
and by developing them in their deepest 
meaning. He poured the riches of His 
love into the narrow mould of the law. 

TIT. The Practice. What, then, shall 
we do with these fundamental principles of 
the Kingdom of God? Is this teaching of 
Jesus practicable? Is it reasonable to ask 
men to base their conduct upon these 
counsels of perfection? 

Only those who hear and believe the 
gospel of Jesus will accept His beatitudes, 
with all their implications, as a reasonable 
and practicable law of life. Without faith 
in God, as our common Father, there can 
be no such love, of enemies even, as Christ 
demands. Without faith in the coming of 
God’s everlasting Kingdom. there can be 
no glad acceptance of the beatitudes, the 
charter of this Kingdom, as the rule of 
life. Both the motive and the dynamic 


will be lacking for the cultivation of the 
character described in our lesson. 

And even for the disciples of Jesus, the 
law of love represents an ideal too high 
and holy for their unaided attainment. 
Christ alone has kept it perfectly. Men 
may say that the Christian religion has 
been tried for nineteen centuries, and has 
failed to establish God’s Kingdom. But 
the truth is that, so far, men have tried it 
very little. They have found it very diffi- 
cult to put the beatitudes into their life. 
They run counter to the natural instincts 
of man. That is why the religion of 
Christ has not, as yet, been given a full 
and fair trial in the life of mankind. 

And that, again, is the reason for the 
miseries that afflict the world. Let us 
note that the theme of the Sermon on the 
Mount is ‘‘happiness’’—the true happiness 
of mankind. That is what men are seek- 
ing. And Jesus showed us the only road 
that leads to that goal. He taught men 
that true happiness depends, not upon the 
possession of things, but upon the attain- 
ment of character; even the character of 
citizens of God’s Kingdom. Until we find 
that road to happiness and walk in it, our 
life must be filled with misery and 
wretchedness. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 


Jan. 26—What is Our Church Planning 
This Year? Acts 2:41-47; 13:1-3 
(Denominational Day) 


It is quite important that this topic 
should find a place for discussion among 
our young people. The Young People’s 
Society is an integral part of the congre- 
gation to which it belongs and the con- 
gregation is one of the units which com- 
prise the denomination. It is a mistake 
to think of the Society as an entity in it- 
self, as an organization that stands aloof 
from the body in whose bosom it functions. 
The society is not something separate from 
or apart from the congregation. It can 
never take the place of the congregation 
as such. Young People have not done their 
part when they have attended the meet- 
ings of the Society, nor when they have 
performed the duties which the society 
has assigned them. The society is an 
auxiliary of the congregation and forms 
one of the channels through which the 
congregation functions in its many-sided 
activities. 

Likewise it is a mistake for a congrega- 
tion to regard itself as an independent 
body. It forms a part of a larger unit 
called the denomination. Whatever may be 
said against denominationalism it remains 
a fact that Protestantism is organized 
along denominational lines, and, in Pro- 
testantism at least, the Kingdom of God 
is advanced through denominations. Cer- 
tainly denominations are not an end in 
themselves, but means to an end. Only 
you cannot attain that end, as we are con- 
stituted at present, without building up 
the denomination to which we belong. 

Now, every denomination must plan its 
work and work its plan. It must plan its 
work for itself and also in its relation to 
other denominations. There should be the 
greatest possible co-operation between the 
different bodies of Christendom. There 
ought to be certain well defined objectives 
which the denomination seeks to accom- 
plish during the year. Some of these can- 
not be accomplished in one year. They 
require much longer time. But unless the 
denomination has definite plans to which 
it rallies its constituency, it will be sim- 
ply drifting along and marking time. 

In the Reformed Church the supreme 
judicatory is The General Synod. This 
body meets every three years. It met last 
may in Indianapolis. This general body 
formulates plans and policies; it gives 
specific instructions to the judicatories be- 
low it on certain vital matters. It is espe- 
cially concerned about the work of mis- 
sions at home and abroad, about Christian 
Education, and about Ministerial Relief, 
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about Evangelism, about the conservation 
of Church members, about Social Service, 
and about securing an adequate response 
in terms of men and money to carry for- 
ward the benevolent enterprises of the 
Church. 

These activities are more or less of a 
general character and they continue from 
one triennium to another. They constitute 
the main structure of the task which the 
denomination has set for itself. For the 
administration and the promotion of these 
different phases of work the General Synod 
has erected boards, commissions, commit- 
tees and other agencies which function 
along their respective lines, 

But for the year 1930 certain specifie 
tasks have been staked out. The first of 
these is the proper observance of the 
1900th Anniversary of Pentecost. Pente- 
cost this year comes on June 8th. It is 
proposed to make this anniversary an out- 
standing occasion in our Church life. The 
first Christian Pentecost marked the birth- 
day of the Christian Church. The account 
of this historic event is recorded for us in 
the first two chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles. It is suggested that a thorough 
study be made of the ministry of Jesus and 
of the events which led up to the found- 
ing of the Church. Every member of the 
Church is requested to familiarize himself 
and herself with that early history and to 
derive from it every ounce of suggestion 
in order that the Church of today may 
receive a fresh baptism of the Spirit and 
be inspired anew for its task. Between 
now and Pentecost an effort is to be made 
to reproduce as far as possible the con- 
ditions which made the first outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit possible, with a view of 
lifting us out of our indifference and 
lethargy and making the Church a more 
effective instrument in the Christianizing 
of the world. This is a far-reaching pro- 
gram, but our denomination is inspired by 
the fact that practically every Christian 
Church is co-operating in this enterprise. 
It is understood, of course, that the inspir- 
ation which such a celebration is to create 
will not cease with June 8th, but will be 
sustained in the future and thus vitalize 
and strengthen the Church in the fulfill- 
ment of its mission in the world. - 

The second great objective is a new 
study and application of the principle o 
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Christian Stewardship. This is a subject 
of large practical significance. Stewardship 
is a very vital part of the life of the 
Christian. Many vague and slip-shod ideas 
prevail on the subject of stewardship. 
This is evidenced by the merger contribu- 
tions which Church members give for the 
extension of the Kingdom. The whole sub- 
ject of Christian giving needs to be re- 
studied and put upon a higher basis. 

The third objective is the Conservation 
of Church members. It is found that hun- 
dreds and thousands of names are erased 
annually from our membership lists. Most 
of these are lost to the Church. How to 
remedy this situation is a problem with 
which a special committee is now wrest- 
ling. It is quite as important to hold our 
members as it is to win them. If our 
‘““leaks’’ can be stopped we shall soon be 
able to report a much larger constituency. 
The subject involves the vitalization of 
our present membership and the creation 
of a new spirit of love and loyalty on the 
part of all our people. 

The fourth objective is the union of our 
Church with certain other Protestant 
bodies. A proposal is now before our 
Church to unite with the Evangelical Synod 
of North America and the United Brethren 
Church of Christ. A definite plan of union 
has been submitted by three commissions 
representing each body, which plan our 
Church is asked to study and finally act 
upon. This is a matter of such stupendous 
importance that all of us should be much 
in prayer and ask to be divinely guided in 
making the decision. 

There are other matters of more or less 
importance which the denomination has 
projected as its plan of work for this cur- 
rent year. It will be observed that here 
is a big program fraught with far-reaching 
possibilities which cannot be lightly set 
aside. Let no one say that the Reformed 
Church has ne plan, no program of action. 
It has projected plans for this new year 


which should challenge the earnest prayer 
and co-operation of all who belong to its 
fellowship. Never did the Reformed 
Church have a larger task which it has set 
before itself, and never did it stand more 
in need of Divine guidance and power than 
in this year of grace 1930. We have a 
great task, a great Church, and a great 
Christ. 


REDEDICATION OF SALEM CHURCH 


(Continued from Page 2) 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin L. Foutz; the hymn 
board, presented by the S. S. Class of Mrs. 
Edwin C. Thompson; the pulpit and lectern 
Bibles, presented by the 8S. 8. Class of Mrs, 
Rudolph K. Fortna; the piano for the 
Church School, presented by William A. 
Davis; the piano for the Social and Recre- 
ation Hall, presented by Mrs. Paul A. Kun- 
kel. The vestments for the Minister and 
Choir were provided by members of the 
congregation through the kindly interest 
and efforts of Mrs. Elizabeth Delaney. 

A splendid program of special music was 
provided during the week by the organist 
and Church quartet. A comprehensive 16- 
page program, with historical legend, was 
provided. With the inspiration which has 
come with the dedication program, with 
the generous response and enthusiasm of 
the members, and a forward-looking pro- 
gram, Salem Church, one of our historic 
Churches, faces the future hopefully. 

Pastoral History: 1772-1787 — Supply 
pastors; 1788-1798—Anthony Hautz; 1798- 
1808 — Supply pastors; 1808-1814 — Philip 
Gloninger; 1816-1819 — Frederick A. Ra- 
hauser; 1820-1823— John Winebrenner; 
1824-1829—Albert Helffenstein, Jr.; 1830- 
1835 — Daniel Zacharias; 1835-1836 — 
Joseph Berg, D.D.; 1838-1840 — John 
H. Smalz; 1840-1855 — John F. Mesick; 
1855-1864—Daniel Gans; 1864-1887—W. H. 
H. Snyder; 1888-1928 — Ellis N. Kremer, 
D:D.; 1929- —John N. Le Van. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 


Mrs. 


Henry W. Elson 


One of the largest New Year’s Day re- 
ceptions at the White House since the 
Roosevelt Administration took place Jan. 
1, when more than 6,300 persons filed past 
President ‘and Mrs. Hoover. Three hours 
elapsed before the last individual in the 
line passed through the Blue Room, where 
the reception was held. 

Progress in commercial aeronautics dur- 
ing 1930 has been predicted by Clarence 
M. Young, Assistant Secretary of Com- 
merce, including extension of the Federal 
Airways System of the Airmail Network 
and Transport Service. 

Dr. Daniel A. Poling, president of the 
World’s Christian Endeavor Union and 
editor-in-chief of ‘‘The Christian Herald,’’ 
has become general director of the J. C. 
Penney Foundation. Dr. Poling has sailed 
for Europe to arrange for the Christian 
Endeavor conference in Berlin in August. 

The American Historical Association had 
their annual meeting at Durham, N. C., 
the last week of December, 

Seventy-two children, all between the 
ages of 18 months and 14 years were killed 
in the Glen Motion Picture Theatre at 
Paisley, Scotland, Dee. 31, in a panic which 
followed the ignition of a film. It was the 
worst disaster in the history of the British 
film business. The theatre was crowded 
with 2,000 children. 

General Jan Christian Smuts, former 
Premier of South Africa, arrived in the 
United States Dee. 31 for a 2 week’s tour 
of the United States and Canada. He 
took part in the League of Nations cele- 
bration in New York, Jan. 5. 


Charles Phelps Taft, owner and publisher 
of the Cincinnati ‘‘Times-Star,’’ and a 
half-brother of Chief Justice Taft, died 
Dec. 31 at Cincinnati. He was 86 years 
old. 

Two cabin airplanes, filled with motion 
picture directors and technicians of the 
Fox Films Corporation filming a play, 
crashed head-on over the Pacific Jan. 2, 
burst into flames and fell 3,000 feet into 
the ocean. All were lost. 

President Hoover entertained the Amer- 
ican delegates to the London Naval Con- 
ference and the technical advisers at 
breakfast Jan. 7. The delegation sailed 
for London Jan. 9 on the steamship 
“*George Washington.’’ 

The bubonic plague, which is often fatal 
in 24 hours, has broken out among Arabs 
in the native quarter of the city of Tunis; 
56 persons have died from it and 600 have 
been segregated. All the victims were 
Arabs. 

King Victor Emmanuel, of Italy, Jan. 2 
granted a royal amnesty in celebration of 
the marriage of Crown Prince Humbert 
and Princess Marie Jose of Belgium, Jan. 
8. About 400,000 persons were benefited 
by it, and nearly 6,000 prisoners were set 
free. 

Ownership by the United States of the 
Turtle Islands, a group of 8 small islands 
with a population of 200 off the east coast 
of British North Borneo, was confirmed in 
a convention signed Jan. 2 by Secretary 
Stimson and Sir Esme Howard, the British 
Ambassador, which defines the boundary 
line between the Philippine Archipelago 
and North Borneo. 
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STRONG'S 


Boia tates “< 
pase | ea 
Peereeie usa VES’ Concordance to 
THE BIB @it the English Bible. 
: —Robert W. Rogers, Ph.D. 


Lerge quarto (9x12 inches). 
Frinted on thin Bible paper. 
1.808 pages; buckram, colored 
edges, net, $7.50. Half Per- 
sian Morocco, cloth sides, net, 
$12.50. Carriage extra. 


THE METHODIST BOOK CONCERN 


NEW YORK 
Boston 
Kansas City 


CINCINNATI 
Detroit 
San Francisco 


CHICAGO 
Pittsburgh 
Portland, Ore. 


The startling appearance of a large 
meteor diving earthward in a _ brilliant 
stream of fire was witnessed early on the 
day of Jan. 3 by hundreds of persons in 
northern Ohio and western Pennsylvania. 

Fire Jan. 3 damaged the Capitol at 
Washington and for a time threatened the 
structure. The damage is put at $3,000 
and the origin of the fire is not known. 
The blaze came 10 days after the executive 
office’s fire. 

With a complete absence of ceremony the 
Prince of Wales sailed Jan. 3 for South 
Africa to resume his big game hunting 
expedition, which was interrupted last year 
by the King’s illness. 

Clare Briggs, cartoonist and creator of 
a score of characters, died in New York 
City Jan. 3 in his 55th year, 

The annual pilgrimage to the late Presi- 
dent Theodore Roosevelt’s grave at Oyster 
Bay took place Jan. 6, the 11th anniver- 
sary of his death. James R. Garfield, 
Secretary of the Interior in Mr. Roosevelt’s 
Cabinet, read from a lecture by Mr. Roose- 
velt at Oxford, England, in which he dis- 
cussed the past and the present of the 


human race. Later the pilgrims were 
guests of Mrs. Roosevelt at a_ buffet 
luncheon, 

The 34 institutions which are most 


worthy of aid in the country in the opinion 
of former President Calvin Coolidge, 
former Governor Alfred E. Smith and 
Julius Rosenwald, the Chicago philan- 
thropist, have been made public. The three 
acted as a committee to select the bene- 
ficiaries of the residuary estate of Conrad 
Hubert, pioneer manufacturer of electric 
flashlights. $6,000,000 will be thus divided. 
500 groups were surveyed. Among the in- 
stitutions are New York University, Red 
Cross, Boy and Girl Scouts. 

The famous monasteries of Mount Athos, 
Greece, where for more than fifteen cen- 
turies monks in their hundreds of thou- 
sands have prayed and pondered over the 
mysteries of religion may soon be depopu- 
lated. The colony has dwindled from 15,000 
to 2,400 in the post-war years. 

England, France and Italy proposed at 
the Hague conference Jan. 4 that all claims 
of the former allied nations for repara- 
tions from Austria be wiped out. This pro- 
posal is made in exchange for property 
demands. The Austrians are reported to 
be quite willing to accept this bargain. 

Progressive Republicans at a conference 
agreed that debate on the tariff bill should 
be resumed and the measure kept before 
the Senate to the exclusion of all other 
business until it has been passed. 

Periodical publishers rejected more than 
$2,000,000 in advertising revenue last year 
to protect the public from fraud and decep- 
tion, according to a recent announcement 
by the general manager of the National 
Better Business Bureau. 

Chief Justic Taft has been forced to sus- 
pend his work in the United States Su- 
preme Court temporarily because of illness. 
Associate Justice Holmes, who is 88 years 
old, will preside during Mr. Taft’s absence 
in the South, where he has gone to recup- 
erate. The Chief Justice was 72 years old 
in September. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 
This is the oldest of the educational institu- 

tions of the Reformed Chureh. It is conducted 

by the three (Hnglish) Bastern Synods. The 

Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 

and members of the Board of Trustees are 

elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 

Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 

post-graduate course of two years, leading to 

the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 
For catalogue or information address the 

President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 
Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Seience 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 

For Catalogue address: 
) HENRY H. APPLE; D. D., LL. D., 


President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE,. LL.D., President 


Persons intending to enter Ursinus Col- 
1930, 


Attendance limited 


lege in September, should make 


application at once. 
to capacity—300 men, 200 women. 
Address FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, JR., 


Assistant to the President, 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania. 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


~ Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economies, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 


BOOK REVIEWS 


By Prof. H. H. Wernecke 


Elementary Church History — Frequent 
requests come to the writer for a Brief 
Elementary History of the Church that 
might be used in young people’s classes or 
societies or in the pastor’s catechetical 
class. In response these short reviews of 
helpful volumes follow. 


Story of the Christian Church, Hurlbut, 
250 pp. $1.25. This is perhaps still the 
best treatment following the generally ac- 
cepted division into six great periods. 
After discussing the Apostolic, the Perse- 
cuted, and the Imperial Church (to 476 
A. D.), the Medieval, the Reformation, the 
Modern Church is treated. One chapter is 
devoted to the modern missionary move- 
ment, two are on the Churches in the 
U. 8. Blackboard outlines for review of 
each chapter, as well as review questions, 
are given. 


Spread of Christianity, Hutchinson, 275 
pp., $1.25. This volume is a little more 
difficult, but contains considerably more 
material. It takes up the regular course 
of events under such challenging chapter 
headings as ‘‘Christianity faces the dan- 
ger of success;’’? ‘‘The Church goes to 
war’’; ‘‘Geneva—a city for God’’; and 
it does not neglect the Church in America. 
In addition it brings us information re- 
garding ‘‘Christianty in modern India, 
China and Japan’’; ‘‘The approach to 
Islam’’; ‘‘In the Dark Continent’’; ‘‘Re- 
ligion in Latin America’’; and refers 
briefly to Australia, South Seas, Hawaii, 
Phillipines, Malaysia, Arabia, Persia, Af- 
ghanistan and Tibet. For completeness, 
this volume, so far as elementary Church 
histories are concerned, is hard to excel. 


Builders of the Church, Tucker, 335 pp., 
$1.40. An attempt is here made to see the 
life of the Church through the lives of 
men, grouping them under ‘‘ Building the 
Foundations’’; ‘‘The Expansion of Chris- 
tianity’’; ‘‘Pushing back the Horizons’’; 
and ‘‘The Modern Movement.’’ Among 
the 32 chapter headings we find ‘‘ Atha- 
nasius, the man who defended his prin- 
ciples’’?; ‘‘Martin Luther, a prophet with 
a great light’’; ‘‘David Livingstone and 
the rise of modern missions.’’ It is writ- 
ten primarily for youth in its early teens, 
but will be found interesting and profit- 
able for older persons as well. This biog- 
raphical approach has an unique appeal 
and is often more easily understood than a 
longer series of historical events by them- 
selves. The skillful teacher will use this 
type of book either as supplementary read- 
ing or will, through a brief outline, help 
the children to see the thread that is 
needed to make the lives of great men more 
than biographies—history. 


How We Got Our Denominations, Stuber, 
225 pp., $2.00. This volume aims ‘‘to give 
a bird’s-eye view of the evolution of de- 
nominations.’’ Hence it describes briefly 
the ‘‘Primitive Church’’; ‘‘The Ancient 
Catholic Church’’; ‘‘The Protestant Re- 
formation’’; but devotes practically as 
much space to the ‘‘Modern Church’? as 
to all the previous periods taken together. 
Of particular interest are the chapters in 
this last section on ‘‘The Church of Au- 
thority, or the Roman Catholic Church’’; 
‘¢The Church of Beauty, or the Protestant 
Episcopal Church’’; ‘‘The Church of Doc- 
trine, or the Presbyterian Chureh’’; ‘‘The 
Teaching Church, or the Congregational 
Chureh’’; ‘*The Church of Faith, or the 
Lutheran Church’’; ‘‘The Conservative 
Church, or the Reformed Church’’; ‘‘The 
Chureh of Methods, or the Methodist 
Church’? and other similar characteriza- 
tions. Young people will find this book 
especially appealing in trying to under- 
stand the origin of denominations, 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B, 8S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N. C. 


Accomodations and Facilities all 
First Class 
- Very Reasonable Rates 


Write for catalogue and view book. 
Miss W. AUGUSTA LANTZ, 


Registrar. 


Students’ Manual of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S. Part One—History of 
the Church—is by D. W. Vriesen; Part 
Two—Activities of the Church—-is by Rev. 
Alvin Grether. Part One gives us an out- 
line of Church history, treating such topies 
as the Persecutions, Augustine, Monastic- 
ism, Mohammed, Crusades, Indulgences, 
Zwingli, Luther, Calvin, Heidelberg, Cate- 
chisms, Hymns of the Church in the U. §. 
A brief survey of the various Churches’ 
distinctive doctrines is also included. Part 
Two deals with the organization, activities 
and usages of our Reformed Church. This 
is an excellent means to use in making our 
Reformed people informed. 


OBITUAKS 


MRS. E. E. HIGBEE 


Lucinda Motter, widow of Rev. Dr. E. E, 
Higbee, died Dec. 6 at the advanced age 
of 96 years in the home of her daughter, 
Mrs. T. K. Worthington, Lancaster, Pa. 
She was the daughter of Joshua and Har- 
riet Hinkle Motter, of Emmitsburg, Md., 
where she was born Dec. 1, 1833. She was 
buried at Emmitsburg, the funeral service 
being held in the Church of the Incarna- 
tion with Rev. Dr. A. M. Gluck, a former 
pastor, officiating. It was the last of 


many home-comings to the place she dearly — 


loved and for which, during the last months © 
of her life, she fondly yearned. She is sur- 
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vived by three children: Helen (Mrs. T. K. 
Worthington), Lucy (Mrs. Sterling Galt), 
and Rev. Lewis, the present pastor of the 
Emmitsburg Church. Three other children 
preceded her ‘‘across the bar’? — Mary 
Louise, Herbert Motter, and Anna Frances 
(Mrs. G. F. Mull). Two sisters also sur- 
vive, Miss Harriet H. Motter, of Emmits- 
burg, and Mrs. J. B. Kerschner, of Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Mrs. Highbee was a woman of strong 
character, earnest piety, and fine qualities 
of mind and heart. Starting with the 
background of a wholesome and cultured 
family life, her more formal education was 
not neglected. Girls’ schools were not 
common in those early days, but there was 
one at Emmitsburg, St. Joseph’s Academy, 
of which she became a student at an early 
age. This turned out to be an interesting 
episode in her life, crowded with incidents 
which she cherished in memory to the end 
of her days and delighted to recall. It 
was no doubt a simple type of education, 
but that it was sound and substantial is 
indicated by the deep and lasting impres- 
sion it left upon her mind, and we have 
every reason to believe it was also good 
for her soul, In this connection it is pleas- 
ing to note the liberality of mind and tol- 
erance of spirit on the part of her parents 
(her father was a leading elder of the 
Reformed Church), who, in the circum- 
stances that confronted them, had the good 
sense and moral courage to send their 
daughters to this Roman Catholic school. 

In 1856 she was married to Mr. Higbee 
and immediately began with him the es- 
tablishment of their own home, in the 
bosom of which her deepest affections ex- 
pended themselves so freely, so generously 
and so unselfishly. In companioning her 


husband through his distinguished career 


she was a faithful help meet for him in 
the works whereunto he was sent and con- 
tributed immensely to the success he 
achieved in his servees to the Church and 
the State. Only the barest* outline can 
here be given of their working together, 
sometimes feeling the bitterness of dashed 
hopes, and often knowing the utter weari- 
ness of labor and the distress of sorrow, 
but always pressing in and up to higher 
levels of consecrated endeavor. First at 
Bethel, Vt., where he was minister of the 
Congregational Church. Then at Tiffin, 
Ohio, where he was pastor of the First 
Reformed Church and at the same time 
professor of Latin and Greek in Heidelberg 
College. Next at Pittsburgh as pastor of 
Grace Reformed Church. Then at Mercers- 
burg, where he was professor of Church 
History and New Testament Exegesis in 
the Theological Seminary, and later presi- 
dent of Mercersburg College—and it was 
especially here that Mrs. Higbee won for 
herself the warm place she held in the 
hearts of her associates and so many stu- 
dents by virtue of her kindly disposition, 
her sympathetic understanding and her af- 
fectionate interest. After Mercersburg 
came the superintendency of Public In- 
struction for the State of Pennsylvania, 
which brought into the Higbee home many 
of the leading educators of the country, 
which in turn vastly extended the circle df 
their acquaintance, and afforded opportu- 
nity for the renewal of the happy relations 
with some of their old Mercersburg friends 
who had by now become connected with 
the institutions at Lancaster. 

After Dr. Highee’s death in 1889 she 
took up her residence in Emmitsburg and 
so continued for most of the intervening 
time, doing much good, serving the Lord 
in a thousand ways of helpful ministra- 
tions and righteous living. 

Mrs. Higbee was essentially a home- 
loving and a home-keeping body and 
shrank from publicity of any kind. A 
woman’s work in this sphere is no less 
important and in some respects of higher 
nobility than the man’s more easily recog- 
nized performances; and if well done it 
constituted one of the abiding satisfactions 
of life. Asa last word it may be said that 


peace of God. 
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Hymnology and Worship Program 
Material 


‘“Hymnology books” make excellent gift books! 


THE CHURCH AND THE HYMN WRITERS 

By G. Currie Martin. Hymn-lovers have 
often wished for such a book as this. It is 
written by one who for nearly forty years has 
been an acknowledged authority on the study 
of hymns and has explored the vast store- 
houses of hymnology from the Psalter to the 
new Church Hymnary so thoroughly that not 
only are the well-known hymns of ancient and 
modern times brought under review, but also 
those from less-known sources. Price, $2.00. 


“THE HYMNODY OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH” 

By Rev. Louis F. Benson, D.D. 
A recent publication. Deals with 
the ideals, content, and ministry 
of the hymn in the Christian 
Church. Discusses hymns as the 
great poetry of the Church, their 
origin and development. Is _ in- 
tended for the pastor who knows 
the importance of hymns both to 
public worship and private devo- 
tion. Cloth binding, $2.00. 


“FAMOUS HYMNS WITH 
STORIES AND PICTURES” 


= 

This book is a fine collection of 
famous old hymns, with the story 
of the writing of each, and with 
each hymn and story there is a 
picture of a painting by a great 
artist who found inspiration in 
religious subjects such as are ex- 
pressed by the hymns. Beautiful- 
ly bound. Each hymn complete 
with words and music. Size, 10% 
x 8 inches. Price, $2.00. 


“A TREASURE OF HYMNS” - 


120 of the world’s great hymn 
writers; accounts of their lives; 
illuminating incidents connected 
with the hymns, for each writer, 
his best hymn printed in full 
(words) an dlists of their older fa- 
vorite hymns. Price, $2.00, post- 
paid. 


“THE STORY OF HYMNS AND TUNES” 

A fine collection of human interest stories 
about the world’s great Christian Hymns and 
Tunes. Price, $2.25, postpaid. 


BRIGHT TALKS ON FAVORITE HYMNS 

This new book is all that its title implies. 
W ritten in conversational style, so that 
Juniors, young people, grown ups—all can 
understand. Very reverent—very convincing. 
Will be welcomed by pastors, teachers, leaders, 
parents. Price, 75 cents. 


JUNIOR HYMN 


By Lillie A. Faris. This book 
contains thirty-three hymns, to- 
gether with the authentic story of 
each. The stories are written with 
the Junior in mind, Price, 25e. 


STORIES 


“STORIES OF THE GREAT 
HYMNS OF THE CHURCH” 


This splendid hymnology con- 
tains $805 interesting, instructive 
stories of the best known hymns 
of the Protestant Churches. Price, 
$2.95 a copy; postpaid. 


THE HYMNS YOU OUGHT TO 
KNOW 


A new and very complete book of 
Hymn Histories. Very attractively 
bound. BHxtensively illustrated. 
Price, $3.00. ‘ 


MORE HYMN STORIES 


By Carl F. Price. Hymn Lovers 
are always keen to acquire infor- 
mation regarding their favorite 
hymns. This book is an excellent 
contribution to that cause. You 
will recall Mr. Price’s-earlier book 
“One Hundred and One Hymn 
Stories,” which has been so very 
popular, Price, 75 cents. 


WORSHIP PROGRAM BOOKS 


PRIMARY WORSHIP SERVICE 

By Imogene Humphreys. Contains a program 
for each month, with suitable songs, Scripture 
selections suited to the needs of Primary chil- 
dren, and everything the teacher needs, ar- 
ranged in a simple, thorough way. Cloth. 
Price, $1.50. 

MORE PRIMARY WORSHIP PROGRAMS 

By Mary Kirkpatrick Berg. A new aid to 
the primary superintendent and teacher in ar- 
ranging story programs by this leader in the 
primary field. Fully outlined services are 
given here complete with lesson topics, selected 
hymns, prayers and stories. Price, $1.75. 


“WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL 
THROUGH MUSIC, PAGEANTY AND 
PICTURES” 
By H. Augustine Smith. 
Hymn Stories, Leadership in Worship and 
Song, Religious Art, Choir and Orchestra. 
Price, 50 cents each, postpaid lots of ten or 
more, 45 cents; delivery extra. 


A handbook of 


WORSHIP FOR YOUTH 
Fifty-two Worship Programs for Young 
People, Seniors, Intermediates. A year of 
worship services Price, $1.50. 


INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 


INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC FOR SCHOOL 
WORSHIP (New) 

By Edward Shippen Barnes. A collection of 
thirty-three piano pieces, service responses and 
chants. Price, 75 cents a copy. 

ASHFORD’S PIANO VOLUNTARIES, No. 2 

For use in Church Services. Not difficult. 
Price, 75 cents. 


LORENZ’ THREE-STAFF ORGAN FOLIO 

A collection of organ voluntaries for Church 
use. Price, 75 cents. 

LORENZ’ SELECTED AMERICAN 
VOLUNTARIES 

A collection of Organ Voluntaries for Church 
use. 192 pages. Well bound in black cloth. 
Price, $3.00. 


SELECTED SONGS—SACRED AND SECULAR—FOR GROUP SINGING 


SONGS OF SERVICE 
Fine for Camps or Epworth Leagues. Not 
new, but a splendid publication. Sacred and 
secular selections. Selling now at a _ special 
reduced price, namely, 50 cents per copy. 


SOCIABILITY SONGS 
Has enough of the emphasis on religious 
songs, but with it, has’ a great many of the 
human interest and stunt songs. Price, 20 
cents a copy; $13.00 a hundred, not postpaid. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
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‘‘enduring hardness along with others,’’ 
she gained the fruits of self-discipline and 
a fair measure of that difficult virtue, the 
patience to live, which stood her in such 
good stead in the latter day and was an 
inspiration to others. And so when the 
end came she literally ‘‘fell on sleep’’— 
the blessed sleep He giveth His beloved 
for their gentler passing into the et See 


SENATOR JOHN E. KUNKLE 


John E. Kunkle, Sr., a member of the 
Pennsylvania State Senate, president of 
the Westmoreland Bar Association and 
one of Greensburg’s oldest and most re- 


spected attorneys, died at 1.15 P. M., Fri- 
day, Dec. 20, at the Mayo Brothers Colon- 
ial Hospital, Rochester, Minn., following a 
major operation. 

Mr. Kunkle was born in Hempfield 
Township, Pa., Aug. 16, 1862, being a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Amos Kunkle. He was 
the first of a family of 7 children. His 
boyhood was spent on the old Kunkle 
farm in Hempfield Township. He was edu- 
cated in the township schools and in the 
Greensburg Seminary. For a time he 
taught school. 


He studied law with the firm of McAfee, 
Atkinson and Peoples in Greensburg and 
was admitted to the Westmoreland County 
Bar in December, 1887. He was also ad- 
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mitted to the State and Federal courts, THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
He formed a law partnership with the late é 
Congressman E, E. Robbins and later with- By George Walter Fiske 
drew to form another partnership with OBERLIN COLLEGE 
Attorney D. S. Atkinson, which continued Sta 
. . ey ere Pe ee nda spas Professor Fiske declares that “religion must have a home base if it is to do its part in meeting the 
until Mr. Atkinson s death. In late veo great modern challenge to spiritualize our mechanistic age, and there is no task confronting the modern 
Senator Kunkle has been the senior mem- church more imperative than the task of restoring the decadent temple of home religion.” 
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The late Senator John E. Kunkle 


Mr. Kunkle united with the First Re- 
formed Church during the pastorate of the 
Rev. N. P. Hacke. He helped lay the 
foundation for the present Church build- 
ing. He served as a member of the Con- 
sistory for a period of 40 years, acting as 
secretary part of the time. He gave liber- 
ally of his time and money to work out 
the larger programs of the Church, and the 
Church owes much of its past success to 
his counsel and support. Next to his home, 
he loved his Church. He frequently rep- 
resented the congregation at the meetings 
of Classis and Synod and served upon 
various Church and college boards. At the 
time of his death he was president of St. 
Paul’s Orphans’ Home, Greenville, Pa. 
This institution was very dear to his heart 
and much of its splendid progress can be 
attributed to his wise leadership. He was 
a liberal contributor to our missionary 
work in Japan. 

Senator Kunkle was serving his second 
term in the State Senate. He was first 
elected to that body in 1924 and re-elected 
in 1928. From 1922 until 1924 he was a 
State legislator representing the second 
district. A number of years ago he served 
as a member of the Greensburg School 
Board for three years. During the 1929 
session, Senator Kunkle was named chair- 
man of the commission to codify township 
laws and was placed on the following com- 
mittees: Appropriations, canals and inland 
navigation, Federal relations (chairman), 
forestry, insurance, judicial apportionment, 
judiciary general, judiciary special, law 
and order, library, mines and mining, pen- 
sions and gratuities, public roads and high- 
ways, and publie supply of light, heat and 
water, 

He was married to Miss Alice G. Walt- 
hour. He was the father of 10 children, 
4 of whom preceded him into the spiritual 
world. Cordelia, the oldest daughter, died 
in 1888. Paul, Alice and Louise met a 
tragic death during Passion Week, 1905. 
While Mr. and Mrs, Kunkle were attend- 
ing divine worship in the First Reformed 


“In beauty of expression, fascination of style, 
and apt use of words,’ there are pertinent 
analyses of the preacher, the sermon, “the 
new strategy,” and the new congregation... 
Epochal hours in the lives of great preachers 
are vividly set forth, and choice quotations 


are made from masters of the pulpit. $2.00 
Paul Hutchinson’s 
MEN WHO MADE 
THE CHURCHES 
Luther * Cromwell * Fox * Knox * 


Bunyan * Wesley * Wyclif * Campbell 


Mr. Hutchinson succinctly sets forth the 
distinctive contributions of these men to the 


religious life of the world. They may be 
truly called, under God, “Men who made the 
Churches.” $1.50 
Pentecost Series: 

SERMONS OF POWER 

By Wm. E. Barton, Bishop Gailor, M. Ashby 


Jones, Bishop Mouzon, Merton S. Rice, Wm 


Edward Snyder, Samuel P. Spreng, Ross 
Stover, and James I, Vance. 
A variety of penetrating sermons, particu- 


larly appropriate for publication and ee dur- 
ing the 19th centennial anniversary of Pente- 
cost. The contributors have written out of 
the fulness of heart and mind. $1.50 


THE QUEST OF THE AGES: 
A. Eustace Haydon 


“The New Humanism” explained. Says John 
“The religion that Prof. Hay- 
don presents in this book is the religion of the 
future.” Dr. Holmes is probably wrong, but 


the Haydon book has value. $2.50 


Haynes Holmes: 


TWICE-BORN MINISTERS 
S. M. Shoemaker, Jr. 

Dr. Shoemaker presents a 
wealth of actual testimony from 
his own ministry as to the need: 


for kindling the fire of devotion 
in the lives of others. $1.50 


A. Chester Mann 
F. B. MEYER 
Preacher-Teacher—Man of God 


A Challenge to 
Religious Life 
Today 
“SHAM” 

By Joseph Hocking 
CAN a man, 


—19th Century—its philosophy, science, re- 
ligion, and Church life. It is a keen study 
of our spiritual heritage, and of the currents 
that have helped to carry us where we, and 
the movements that have made us, what we 
are. (The Fondren Lectures.) $2. 


William L. Stidger’s 


PREACHING OUT OF 
THE OVERFLOW 


Dr. Gaius Glenn Atkins says “ ‘Preachin 
Out of the Overflow’ is vital, practical, an 
wonderfully suggestive ... . Stidger has a 
wonderful genius for illustration hardly 
equalled in the American pulpit and the widest 
range of human interest. Any preacher will 
find in this book a stimulus and suggestions 
to put a new quality in his own preaching 
which will be sure to tell strongly and in the 
right direction.’ $2.25 


William H. Leach’s 
CHURCH PUBLICITY 


Church publicity in its broadest ay 
Church printing, Church advertising, 
Church publicity—comprehensively outlines 


intelligently discussed, and freely illustrated.’ 


Immediately useful to pastor and Church offi- 


cials. $2.25 
/ 


THE PEW PREACHES 


Thought-provoking “lay sermons” 


By Messrs. Henry Ford, Owen D. Young, 
J. C. Penney, William Allen White, James 
Schermerhorn, Edgar Guest, R. A. Long, Edgart 
T. Welch, Curtis Wilbur, William E. Sweet, 
R. A. Doan, Edwin Markham, Tom Masson, 
and Roger Babson. 

What these men say of Christ and the Church 
is of real significance to preachers and laymen 
* who lead, as well as to all Christian youth. $2.50 


Elwin L. House, D.D. 


THE WORLD’S 
GREATEST THINGS 


Addresses on Supreme Values 
of Human Life. The “warm, 
Practical gospel of good cheer 
which is needed today.”’ $2.00 


Frederick F. Shannon, D.D. 
Minister of Central Church, 


Dr. Edgar W. Work says: “SA 
beautiful story beautifully told. 
The biographer has entered into 
the life depicted, has felt it for 
himself, has become its  inter- 
preter.”’ Illustrated. $2.00 


Ella A. Boole, Ph.D. 


GIVE PROHIBITION 
ITS CHANCE 


A timely study of Prohibition 
up to date showing by the Presi- 
dent National W. C. T. U. the 
danger of a false repose. Illus- 
trated. $1.50 


John Oxenham 


FIRST PRAYERS FOR 
CHILDREN 


Help for parents 
struction of their 


in the in- 
children in 


priest of the Church, 


Chicago. 
these days, 
don the vestments of a sagen Soh gone 
im- Hate — ere volume 
: 7 whic the “Baptist tan 
personating him and carry- calls: ‘“thought-food which will 


ing out his duties, without 
incurring any real danger 
of detection and exposure? 
CAN a man, while pursu- 
ing a course of duplicity, 
radiate an atmosphere of 
sincerity and worth? 

CAN a man, who is daily 
living a lie, honor candor 
and fair-dealing? 


FIND THE STRIKING 
ANSWERS IN ‘‘SHAM’’ 


The Religious novel of 


prayer. pre Pb ah Ages the hour! 

four an ve; ve and six; 66 : 
seven and eight; nine to eleven; Author of ‘Prodigal 
twelve and upward. 75 cents } Daughters’ ’—$2.00 


start the machinery of the mi 
to working with vim.” $1.50 


G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO MATTHEW 


A study of the life of Christ— 
His words, His ways, His works, 
His life and His eternal a 


Agnes Rush Burr 
NEIGHBOUR INDIA 

A picture of the Great Penin- 
sula, pushing upwards towards 


the light; of the splendid effort 
Christian agencies are making to 


alleviate conditions which strike 
deeply into the soil of a sinister 
past. Illustrated. 


$2.00 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


1505 RACE STREET 


Church, 


‘* 


the house caught fire and the 
three children were burned to death. 

Mr. Kunkle is survived by his widow, 
Alice W. Kunkle; 4 daughters: Mrs. Sarah 
K. Sheets, of Oak Park, Ill.; Mrs. Kath- 


IN THE UNITED STATES 


erine George, and Mrs. Margaret Fiscus, | of 
Greensburg, and Miss Mary Kunkle, 4 
home; and two sons, Attorney John W 
Kunkle, Jr., and Lucien ©, Kunkle, | 
home. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. Pe 
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